SHORT STORIES 
FOR TEENS 
INTERMEDIATE LEVEL 


A 56-page book and 70-minute audio CD 


Short Stories for Teens is a photocopiable collection of short stories that have been 
carefully selected to motivate teenage students with 3-to-4 years of English study. The the- 
mes are of special interest to this age group: family relationships, traditions vs. modern life, 
driving cars, love and friendship... The stories also offer students insight into 
contemporary British and American culture seen through the eyes of teenagers, who have 
written many of the stories themselves. 


The nine stories in this book are organised by level of difficulty and complexity. Each story 
is accompanied by both Reading and Listening Comprehension Activities that are 
designed to encourage students to become both active readers and listeners. 


The Reading Activities will help students develop their comprehension skills and 
understand how the story is constructed. A complete understanding of the story is reached 
through a step-by-step analysis which goes from global comprehension to 
detailed comprehension questions. The Word Store section will help students 
revise and retain the vocabulary they have read and the What Do You Think? section will 
encourage students to give their opinions about the story and its themes. 


Each story is read aloud on the CD and is accompanied by Listening Activities. These com- 
plement the Reading Activities and focus on aural discrimination and micro- 
listening. Their variety will show students how to pay greater attention 
to what they héar and improve their listening comprehension skills. Copying a 
recording onto an audio cassette is authorised and a suggested procedure for work in a 
language laboratory or classroom. 





Short Stories for Teens will enable students to enjoy reading fiction in English and 
improve their language abilities. 


SPEAKEASY RESOURCES SERIES “FOR TEENS” 

e Audio Activities for Teens: Lower intermediate level 
e More Audio Activities for Teens: Intermediate level 
e Short Stories for Teens: Intermediate level 
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INTRODUCTION 


HORT STORIES FOR TEENS is a 

collection of short stories written by 

teenagers. They have been carefully 
selected to motivate adolescent students and 
enable teachers to analyse and discuss themes 
that are of special interest to this age group: 
family relationships, traditions vs. modern life, 
driving cars, the paranormal, love and 
friendship, problems with drugs. These stories 
also offer students insights into contemporary 
British and American civilisation seen through 
the eyes of teenagers themselves. 


Our main objective in this photocopiable 
collection is to have students read fiction in 
English and enjoy doing so at their own rhythm. 
Short stories, a popular form of English 
literature, are an ideal means to achieve this 
goal. They provide learners with the 
opportunity to read a complete work from 
beginning to end. Longer works of fiction are 
often discouraging for students because of their 
length, lexical complexity and descriptive 
narrative. In short stories, the mystery or intrigue 
is revealed rather quickly and is thus a source of 
pleasure and motivation. 


READING 

Our approach will show students that they 
do not have to understand everything in order 
to understand the story. We make them aware of 
the tools they already have, by paying attention 
to the context, visual clues and the inherent 
logic in the text. The stories in this collection are 
organised by level of lexical and grammatical. The 
importance of inference and anticipation 
increases from the first story to the last. 


Each story is accompanied by both Reading 
and Listening Comprehension Activities 
indicated in the Table of Contents. 
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The Reading Activities will help students 
develop their comprehension skills: 


@ to notice what is obvious 

@ to make hypotheses and check them 

@ to build logical links 

@ to understand what is implicit, and 

@ to reach a complete understanding of the 
story. 


They begin with Global Comprehension 
(wh-questions) which students should be able 
to answer after the first reading. This is followed 
by Detailed Comprehension questions which 
help them identify specific clues concerning the 
construction of the story and then a Word Store 
for reinforcement activities of vocabulary from 
the story. The final section What do you think? 
proposes questions to encourage students to 
give their opinion about the story and the 
characters and could lead to class debate. 


LISTENING 

Each story is recorded on the accompanying 
audio CD. Listening to the story can simply be a 
source of pleasure in the classroom or be used 
as a first approach to a Global Comprehension 
of the story. The Listening Activities 
complement the Reading Activities and focus 
on aural discrimination and micro-listening. 
Some are designed to be used before reading 
the story, some after. Their variety will show 
students how to pay greater attention to what 
they hear and thus improve their listening 
comprehension skills. 


Although a CD is more practical both in 
terms of packaging and selecting specific 
elements, we suggest that you copy the 
selection that you wish you use onto an audio 
cassette which may be more suitable for use in 
the classroom or language laboratory. m 


SHORT STORIES FOR TEENS $ 








@ EAsyY MONEY 


by Gemma Ingram 





tephanie was trying to explain to her 
grandmother how to programme the new 
video. 

“Tve got it now,” said Gran. “This button is 
‘play’.” 

“No, that’s ‘stop’,” said Stephanie. 

“I must go, but l'll come back tomorrow and 
explain again.” 

That evening, Stephanie told Simon, “It’s 
impossible. Gran loves new gadgets, but she 
can’t work them! I explained the video three 
times this afternoon.” 


Next day, Stephanie stopped at her Gran’s 
after work. She found her happily watching a 
film from the day before. 

“Did you video that, Gran?” 

“Oh, a nice young man has just moved 
into the house opposite. He did it for me.” 

“That’s nice,” said Stephanie. She thought, 
“Who is this man? Why does he want to help 
a solitary old lady?” 

“You don’t need to come every day, dear,” 
Gran told Stephanie. “My young man will help 
me.” 

When Stephanie got into her car, she saw 
the young man opposite. His hair was long 
and his jeans had lots of holes. 

“lm worried,” she told Simon. “Gran 
doesn’t know this man. Maybe he'll try to take 
advantage of her.” 

“Maybe he’s just being nice.” 

“I'm going to investigate.” 

A few days later, there was a bouquet of 
tulips on Gran’s TV. 

“Do you like the flowers my young man 
gave me? He’s charming, but he needs his 
hair cut, it’s too long.” 

“You don’t give him money, Gran, do you?” 
“Just a few pence for programming the 
video. I promised him a present if he gets his 
hair cut. He wants a car, but I don’t know if 

they’re expensive.” 

“Oh, no!” thought Stephanie. “Will you see 
him today?” she asked. 
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“Oh yes, he’s coming at 
six for the John Wayne film.” ` 

As she left the house, 
Stephanie saw there were tulips in the 
garden next door. Some were missing. 

She phoned Simon and explained, “You 
must come to Gran’s at six. We must meet 
him.” 

“Yes, that’s incredible! Taking money for 
programming a video. Easy money!” he replied. 


At ten to six, Stephanie arrived at her 
Gran’s, “Hi, it’s Stephanie and Simon.” 

“Oh, come in, dears!” 

“I brought some biscuits,” said Stephanie. 
“I made too many.” 

“Come and meet my young man. He loves 
biscuits.” 

In the living room, in front of the video, was 
a young man in jeans. He had short blond hair 
and two front teeth missing. Stephanie 
decided he must be seven years old. 

“This is Daniel,” said Gran. “Daniel, this is 
Stephanie and Simon.” 

“Hello,” said Stephanie. 

“Thank you, young man,” said Gran. She 
handed him ten pence and one of Stephanie’s 
biscuits. 

“He lives with his dad,” explained Gran. “I 
look after him while his dad is decorating the 
house.” 

Daniel took a red car from his pocket. 

“So you bought the car,” said Stephanie, 
laughing. 

“Yes. lt only cost 50p at the market, and 
his dad pays me two pounds an hour to look 
after him. Easy money!” E 
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EAS ¥ MONEY 
Name: Class: 
GLOBAL COMPREHENSION 
1. The principal character is: 3. Her passion is: 
ga young gir! C a young woman [O an old lady [J] new gadgets C videos []John Wayne 
2. She lives with her: O children O boyfriend Q alone Which sentence in the story supports your answer? 


Explain with words from the story: 


DETAILED COMPREHENSION 





1 
a. 
b 


. THE PRINCIPAL CHARACTER 


Age: 


. Her name in the story: 


The problem she usually has: 


. Object that causes her latest problem: 


. What the problem is: 





She got help: O yes O no 


Which sentences in the story supports your answer? e. 


. After the explanations, she could manage all by 





herself: O yes Œ no. Explain with a sentence from 


the story: 


. The young man is taking Stephanie’s place: 0 yes [J no 


Explain with a sentence from the story: h 





She has visitors: Q regularly £] never 


Explain: 


. THE OTHER FEMALE CHARACTER i 


First name: 


. Relationship with the principal character: 





CO neighbour C] friend [L] nurse L granddaughter 


Her boyfriend/husband’s name: 
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Which sentences show they are close? 


She sees the principal character once a week: 


[J yes (J no. Explain with words from the story: 





She is happy the other character has visits: [J yes (J no 


Her feeling about the visits: 


Which sentences in the story support your answer? 


What does she imagine about the visits? 


. What she notices one day: L) tulips O biscuits O a car 


Who gave the present? 


What she saw as she left the house: 


What that could mean: 


What she learns about the visitor: 
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m. Her reaction to that: h. The other character has seen the young man: 
O yes O no. Explain: 
n. Her decision: i. The differences between the two “young men”: 
3. THE YOUNG MAN 
a. First name: b. Age: j- How we know who Gran’s “young man” is: 
Which sentence in the story supports your answer? 
c. He lives with his: parents (J father O mother 4. Easy Money 
Which sentence in the story supports your answer? a. How many characters say “easy money”? 
b. Names: 
c. The differences between them: 
d. Physical description: 
e. What he is wearing: 
f. Reason for his presence: 
Which sentence in the story supports your answer? d. Who else gets money: 
e. Amount of money: 
f. What for? 
g. Stephanie thinks she has already seen the young g. This is: O difficult O easy 
man: L] yes L] no. Explain with sentences in the story: h. Who gets “easy money”? 
WORD STORE 
FIND SYNONYMS IN THE STORY 
a. to understand: f. a gift: 
b. to operate something: g. dear: 
c. to be concerned: h. unbelievable: 
d. perhaps: i. hello: 
e. to inquire: j. to babysit: 


WHAT DO YOU THINK? 





1. Would you be as suspicious as the girl? 


2. Do you think the grandmother needs protection or can she look after herself perfectly well? 
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1. The principal character is: an old lady 
2. She lives: alone 

She is “a solitary old lady”. 
3. Her passion is: new gadgets 

Gran loves new gadgets. 




















DETAILED COMPREHENSION 





. THE PRINCIPAL CHARACTER 
. Age: She is an elderly lady: “a solitary old lady” 


. Her name in the story: Gran 


The problem she usually has: She can’t work new 
gadgets. 


. Object that causes her latest problem: a video recorder 
. What the problem is: She can’t programme it. 
f. She got help: yes 


“Stephanie was trying to explain to her grandmother 
how to programme the new video;” 
“I explained the video three times this afternoon.” 


g. After the explanations, she could manage all by herself: 
no. "He did it for me.” 

h. The young man is taking Stephanie's place: yes 
“My young man will help me.” 

i. She has visitors: regularly 
Stephanie and “the young man” come and visit her 
regularly but not together. 


a oO ® ma 


o a 














. THE OTHER FEMALE CHARACTER 
. First name: Stephanie 


. Relationship with the principal character: granddaughter 
Her boyfriend/husband’s name: Simon 


Stephanie told Simon,”“I'm worried;” She phoned Simon. 
“You must come to Gran’s at six.” 


d. She sees the principal character once a week: no 
She sees her more than once as Gran tells her: “You don’t 
need to come every day.” 

e. She is happy her Gran has visits: no 

f. Her feeling about the visits: She is worried. 
“I’m worried”; “Why does he want to help a solitary old 

lady?” 

g. What she imagines about the visits: “Maybe he'll try to 
take advantage of her.” 

h. What she notices one day: tulips 

i. Who gave her the present: the “young man” 

j- What she saw as she left the house: Some tulips were 
missing in the next garden. 

k. What that could mean: The young man has stolen them. 


|. What she learns about the visitor: He gets/takes money 
for programming the video. He wants a car. 


m. Her reaction to that: She js extremely worried: “Oh, no!” 


n. Her decision: She decides to meet the young man with 
Simon. 


ATUN 















. THE YOUNG MAN 
. First name: Daniel 


. Age: 7; “Stephanie decided he must be seven years old.” 
He lives with: his father; “He lives with his dad.” 

. Physical description: 
He has short blond hair and two front teeth missing. 

. What he is wearing: jeans 

Reason for his presence: Gran is babysitting him. 
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”His dad pays me two pounds an hour to look after him.” 


. The other character thinks she has already seen the 


young man: yes “When Stephanie got into her car, she 
saw the young man opposite. His hair was long and his 


jeans had lots of holes.” 


She saw Daniel's father. 


. The other character has seen the young man: no 


The differences between the two “young men”: Daniels 
hair is short, his father’s is long; Daniel must be seven 


years old. 
“Thank you, young man,” said Gran. 


4. Easy Money 

a. Characters who say “easy money”: two 

b. Names: Gran and Simon 

c. What are the differences between them: The 
grandmother babysits the young boy for 
two pounds an hour while his father is decorating his 
house so, for her, it is “easy money” and Simon thinks 
taking money for programming a video is “incredible”. 

d. Who else gets money: Daniel 

e. Amount of money: just a few pence 

f. What for: to programme the video 

g. This is: easy 

h. Who gets “easy money”: Gran and Daniel 

Worb STORE 





FIND SYNONYMS IN THE STORY 


i. 
j. 


a. to understand: to have got something 
b. to operate: to work 

c. to be concerned: to be worried 

d. perhaps: maybe 

e 
f 
g 
h 


to inquire: to investigate 


. a gift: a present 
. dear: expensive 
. unbelievable: incredible 


hello: hi 
to babysit: to look after 


LISTENING COMPREHENSION (P53) 


A w 


OBLIGATION 


. Gran, | must go, but I'll come 


back tomorrow and explain again. v 


. Simon, you must come 


to Gran’s at six. of 


. Simon, we must meet him. vw 
. This boy must be seven years old. 
. That must be Stephanie, 


my dear granddaughter. 


. Daniel, you must have 


your hair cut. wv 


. This must be the “Play” button. 
. | must remember to watch 


that John Wayne film. A 


. Simon, we must stop that 


man exploiting Gran. wv 


10. Who's that? He must be 


Gran’s new neighbour. 


PHOTOCOPY AUTHORISED 


PROBABILITY 


by Bisco Hill 


ust after my tenth birthday, my dad talked 

to me about receiving my Indian name. He 

said this had to be done by a medicine 
man in our tribe. My sister, Megan, had 
received her Indian name, Maquegquay 
(Woman of the Woods), when she was only 
three. At that time we lived on the Oneida 
Reservation just outside of Green Bay, 
Wisconsin. | always thought my sister’s Indian 
name was so perfect for her. The medicine 
man meditated for three days before the name 
came to him. 


My family moved from Wisconsin to 
Colorado three years before | was born. My 
grandfather died when | was only two. 
Because of these important events my 
Naming Ceremony couldn’t take place before. 
My uncle Rick became the chairman of the 
tribe when I was ten, and he talked to the right 
people and selected the time. It was around 
the summer solstice, near June 20, at the 
time of the annual Strawberry Ceremony. 


There are many traditions connected to the 
Naming Ceremony. For one thing, there are a 
limited number of names among the Oneida 
people. When a person dies, their name 
returns to the group of available names and 
can be given to someone else. The medicine 
man decides whose energy fits which 
available name. In my case, | was named after 
my grandfather through my Anglo name, but | 
also wanted to take his Indian name, which 
was available and had been waiting for me for 
seven years. | felt that if | had both of his 
names, it made a full circle and I was totally 
connected to him and to my family. The name 
that was his is “Kwakkoli”, a type of bird. 


A few days before the ceremony, in June 
1990, my parents and I flew to the Oneida 
Reservation. A friend of my dad’s made me a 
beautiful “ribbon shirt”. It was deep turquoise 
with pink, purple and green ribbons. 


The night before the ceremony, | got very 
nervous. | fell asleep at about 3.30 in the 
morning. | don’t know what I was afraid of — 
maybe just not knowing what was going to 
happen or what I would have to do. 
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My mother Smee 
could not N 

E 
come to 


the ceremony 
because only tribal 
members were 
allowed. She was 
disappointed, but told 
me to remember the 
details and tell her 
about it later. 


I woke up in the morning 
and quickly put on my ribbon shirt, black 
trousers and moccasins. 

E a E 


The ceremony finally began. The 
Faithkeeper named all the children in the Bear 
Clan, then moved on to the Turtles and 
arrived in front of me. He spoke to me in 
Oneida. Most of the words were not 
understandable to me. He later translated 
them: “You must try to learn the Oneida 
language and our traditions. | would like you 
to come to some other ceremonies and 
events. You now have an Oneida name, 
“Kwakkoli”, and the Creator will know you by 
that name.” I was proud to have both my 
grandfather’s names because he was an 
important man in our tribe. 


The Faithkeeper named the others, and we 
all sat down as the Chief said a few more 
prayers. After about an hour, we all danced to 
Indian songs and drum music. 


Next, we ate and drank. One of the drinks 
was strawberry juice. It is a sacred part of the 
ceremony because the Creator gave this gift 
of the strawberry to the Oneida people. 


When it was time to go, we thanked the 
Faithkeeper and the Chief and gave them 
gifts. The gift that | received, and will be mine 
for life, is a very special name that makes me 
remember the many traditions and beliefs that 
are part of my heritage, about which | have a 
lot to learn. I'll look forward to visiting my 
reservation as | grow up. E 


© Merlyn’s Pen: Fiction, Essays and Poems by America’s Teens 
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I A M KWAKKOLI 


Name: ———.— CCCL Class: 


GLOBAL COMPREHENSION 








1. The story takes place: O in the U.S.A. O in Canada 5. How many people are mentioned in the story? 


2. The narrator is: [J] a young girl [a young boy 6. List the characters: 

















_]a teenage girl [] a teenage boy 
3. Year when the story takes place: 


4. The story is about: 
C] agame [O a tradition 0 a family meeting 





7. The story is: O autobiographical [C fiction 
DETAILED COMPREHENSION 





1. THE NARRATOR c. Who participates: 

a. First name: b. Last name: 

c. Sex: d. Age: ____ d. Result: 

e. Nationality: 

f. State where s/he lives: ~~~ ~~~ e. There are many Oneida Indian names: O yes Ono 
g: EIHNICOTIGIN: ncn D a Which word from the story supports your answer? 
h. His/her parents have the same origin: O yes 0 no 





What sentence in the story supports your answer? f. The names have a meaning: O yes O no. Explain: 





i. Family's home when the narrator was younger: 
g. A person can choose the name s/he wants: L yes C no 
Near (town): State: ————————— h. Person who makes the decision: 
j. Number of brothers and sisters; __mW9"»XJS) ---._-/i_»-«~ The two. necessary elements to consider for the decision: 


Give three details about them: 


k. Fill in the grid about the other members of the Which sentence from the story supports your answers? 


family mentioned in the story: 


relationship role in the story 
to the narrator 





j. Person who performs the ceremony: 


k. The language used is English: O yes O no. Explain: 


|. Who can participate? 


m. Number of clans: 
2. THE IMPORTANT EVENT 


Names: 
Name: 


7 


n. During the event, the people first: 


T 


. It consists of: 
CO stand O sit O lie and listen to: 


Then they: O stand OC sit O lie. 
12 SHORT STORIES FOR TEENS 


I AM KWAKKOLI 


o. Three actions the people do after the event: Which words from the story support your answer? 
f. The narrator’s feelings before the event: 
p. Give information about the drink: Type: 
g. What he had to wear (give details): 
It is a special drink: O yes O no 


Which sentence from the story supports your answer? 


h. Name of his clan: 


3. THE NARRATOR AND THE CEREMONY i. The narrator's feeling after the event: 





It takes place when it should: LJ yes [J no 


Explain with words and sentences from the story: Explain why with a sentence from the story: 


j- His new identity: 





It means: 

b. Exact date of the ceremony: k. Hisdecision: 
c. Itis a special date: O yes CO no 

Explain with words from the story: iI Why? 
d; Place o te a U o Support your answer with a sentence from the story: 
e. The narrator lives: O near O far 
WORD STORE 
1. PICK OUT WORDS RELATED TO NATIVE AMERICANS c. a small red fruit you can eat with cream: 
a. a Spiritual doctor: 
b. group of people who have the same language and d. something you can have: 

TE ROU Soe HG correspond to: 
c. territories where they live: ~~~ f. tobe given someone's name: 
d. special shoes: 
e. person who preserves traditions:——— ———~—~~~~~—~—~— ~ — g. related to: 
f. musical instrument:_______ h to go by plane: 

i. something you can understand: 

2. FIND SYNONYMS IN THE STORY j. present: 
a. something that happens: ________ k. to be impatient to do something: 


b. the man in charge of a group (two words): 


WHAT DO YOU THINK? 





1. Is it important to respect family traditions and beliefs? 2. Is it an advantage to have a double cultural heritage? 
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LISTENING COMPREHENSION (P.53) 


AUDIO DISCRIMINATION 
1. finally 2. named 3. bear 4. moved 5. words 6. were 
7. translated 8. other 9. now 10. tribe 


GLOBAL COMPREHENSION 


. The story takes place: in the U.S.A. 

. The narrator is: a young boy 

Year when the story takes place: 7990 

. The story is about: a tradition . 

. Number of people mentioned in the story: 70 


. List the characters: the narrator (Bisco), his father, 

his grandfather, his Uncle Rick, his mother, his sister, 
the medicine man, the Faithkeeper, the Chief, his Dad’s 
friend. 


7. The story is: autobiographical 


DETAILED COMPREHENSION 





. THE NARRATOR 

. First name: Bisco 

. Last name: Hilf 
Sex: male 

. Age: 70 

. Nationality: American 
State where s/he lives: Colorado 

. Ethnic origin: Native American 

. His/her parents have the same origin: no 
“My mother couldn't come to the ceremony because only 
tribal members were allowed.” 

i. Family's home when the narrator was younger: the 
Oneida Reservation; near (town): Green Bay; State: 
Wisconsin 
Number of brothers and sisters: one sister 
Give three details about them: 

e Her Anglo name is Megan. ə Her Indian name is 
Maquegquay. @ She is older than Bisco. 

. 1. His grandfather / dead / He “gives” the boy his Anglo 

and his Indian names. 

2. His uncle / alive / He selected the time for the Naming 
Ceremony. 


se AO AA Oo ® os 


fe 
. 


= 


R3 


= THE IMPORTANT EVENT 
. Name: the Naming Ceremony 
. It consists of: receiving an Indian name given by the 
Faithkeeper 
Who participates: Young Americans of Indian origin. 
. Result: They have an Anglo name and an Indian name. 
. There are many Oneida Indian Names: no 
Support your answer with one word from the text: /imited 
f. The names have a meaning: yes 
Maquegquay means “Woman of the Woods”; Kwakkoli 
means “a type of bird”. 
g. A person can choose the name s/he wants: no 
h. Person who makes the decision: the medicine man 
i. The two necessary elements to consider for the decision: 


e The name must be available: its previous owner must be 
dead. 


@ The energy of the person who will receive the Indian 
name must correspond to the name. 


“The medicine man decides whose energy fits which 
available name.” 


j- Person who performs the ceremony: the Faithkeeper 


os o 


oan 
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. The language used is English: no 


“He spoke to me in Oneida.” 
Who can participate: tribal members 


. Number of clans and their names: 2: the Bear Clan and 


the Turtle Clan 


. During the event, the people first: stand, and listen to: 


the Faithkeeper then: sit, and listen to: the Chief 


. Three actions the people do after the event: 


they dance; they eat;they drink. 


. The drink: strawberry juice; it is a special drink: yes 


“The Creator gave this gift of the strawberry to the 
Oneida people.” 


. THE NARRATOR AND THE CEREMONY 
. It takes place when it should: no 


“The narrator's family moved from Wisconsin to Colorado 
and his grandfather died when he was two, so his 
“Naming Ceremony couldn't take place before”. 


. Date of the ceremony: near June 20, 1990 


It is a special date: yes; it is “the summer solstice”. 


. Place: the Oneida Reservation 
. The narrator lives: far;”My parents and | flew...” 


The narrator's feelings before the event: He was nervous 
and afraid. 


. What he had to wear (give details): He had to wear a 


ribbon shirt (it is deep turquoise with pink, purple and 
green ribbons), black trousers and moccasins. 


. Name of his clan: the Turtle Clan 


The narrator's feeling after the event: He felt proud. 
“I was proud to have both my grandfather's names 
because he was an important man in our tribe.” 

His new identity: His Indian name is Kwakkoli. 

It means: a type of bird 


. His decision: He wants to visit his reservation as he grows up. 


Why: To learn more about his ancestors and their 
traditions; “remember the many traditions and beliefs 
that are part of my heritage”. 


VWorbD STORE 





T v 


moan 


. PICK OUT WORDS RELATED TO Native AMERICANS 
. a Spiritual doctor: medicine man 
. group of people who have the same language and 


traditions: tribe 
territories where they live: reservations 


. special shoes: moccasins 
. person who preserves traditions: the Faithkeeper 


musical instrument: drum 


2. FIND SYNONYMS IN THE STORY 
a. something that happens: event 


Ss 


em sO rho an 


. the man in charge of a group (two words): the chairman, 


the Chief 
a small red fruit you can eat with cream: strawberry 


. something you can have: available 
. to correspond to: to fit 


to be given someone’s name: to be named after someone 


. related to: connected to 
. to go by plane: to fly 


something you can understand: understandable 
present: gift 


. to be impatient to do something: to look forward to 
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by Chrissie Russell 


f d always been nervous about learning to 
drive. | didn’t think I’d be a good driver, 
certain I'd be too terrified to go over ten 

m.p.h. When I was finally old enough to get 
my license, I signed up with a private driving 
school, the same one my brother John had 
used. | wasn’t surprised when | got the same 
instructor, Frank. 

John said Frank was funny and easy. | 
knew that Frank was Cuban and very 
religious, but | didn’t know that he dressed 
like a Hell’s Angel most of the time. Walking 
down my driveway to meet him — learner’s 
certificate, driver's ed certificate, and a 
check for $135 in my hand — my heart 
speeded up and my steps slowed down. 
Frank just handed me the keys and, pointing 
to the little red sedan, said “Go on!” 

Of course, | had driven before with my 
mom, but I was still just a beginner. | put the 
key in the ignition and turned on the engine. 
Loud music came from the speakers. It took 
me a moment to realize that it was Spanish 
— another moment to realize that it was a 
religious song, “Amazing Grace.” | turned the 
corner, stopped at the sign, and asked Frank 
where to go. 

“To the end of the world. Always straight 
to the end of the world,” he said in a thick 
Spanish accent that I thought nobody had in 
real life. Frank put in a tape. I could only 
make out a few of the words with my school 
Spanish: “Este es peligroso, peligroso! 
PELIGROSO!” someone shouted. This is 
dangerous, dangerous, DANGEROUS! 


By my third lesson | thought I was pretty 
good, but I had only driven between ten and 
one on sunny Saturdays. My third lesson was 
in the evening. It was 8.15 p.m. and it had 
started to rain. All these new difficulties in 
one night! | could hardly see because it was 
pitch black without any street lights. It was 
raining and I didn’t know how to turn on the 
headlights. | slowed down at every turn and 
whenever a car drove by from the other 
direction, praying that neither of us would 
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© DRIVING LESSONS 7 






wander 
across the 
centre line. 


During 
those early 
lessons, | just 
concentrated 
on not 
crashing the 
car. Not 
conscious of my 
morbid preoccupations, Frank was 
not very encouraging. He didn’t say much, 
except to tell me when to turn. But he liked 
singing gospel songs as we sped onto the 
highway, or as we drove along a twisty road. 


Frank also loved to yell, usually in 
Spanish, to teach people caution: “Stop 
before you kill us all!” He never yelled at me. 
But he did call me “Senorita Tortuga” (Turtle 
Girl) when | was going five miles under the 
speed limit on an unfamiliar road. I was 
shocked when the car suddenly speeded up 
on its own, until | realized that Frank was 
controlling it. 


I don’t know how much I learned from my 
lessons with Frank. He never told me 
anything except that I was going to kill him, 
and to turn right at the next intersection. | 
think he thought that if we didn’t crash, I was 
good enough to get a license. 


After hours of listening to Spanish 
sermons and gospel songs, Frank gave me 
my final certificate. It was a standard 
certificate, except that Frank had filled it in 
with beautiful calligraphy. | was surprised that 
someone who dressed in black leather and 
jeans and sang loud gospel songs in the car 
could write with such grace. 

I watched Frank’s new student, a beginner 
like I was, sit in my seat and turn on the 
ignition. I smiled, wondering if she knew what 
“peligroso” meant. E 
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D RIVING 


LESSONS 





Name: Class: 
GLOBAL COMPREHENSION 
1. Number of characters: 3. It takes place in: Spain O Cuba O the U.S.A. 


2. They are: [| two young men 
L] a teenage girl and two young men 


L] two women and a young man 





(] a young man and a teenage girl 


DETAILED COMPREHENSION 


Which words from the story support your answer? 


4. Exact place: O a school O a car O a house 


Haare eee eer E R R RE E E E E E AEE SE EE EERE E EEE E E E E E E E E EETA 


1. THE PRINCIPAL CHARACTER 


First name: 
b. Job: 
c. Nationality: 
d. What s/he wears: 


e. What s/he is compared to: 





f. This comparison is: O positive [1] negative 
g. What Hell’s Angels usually represent: 
h. S/he is similar to them: O yes [J] no 


What sentence from the story supports your answer? 


i. The narrator’s reaction: 


j- 3 adjectives from the story showing his/her personality: 


k. His/her attitude while working: 








C] nervous [O] relaxed [J worried 


I. Two habits while working: 


2. THE NARRATOR 


a. Sex: 
Which sentence from the story supports your answer? 


b. Occupation: 


c. Age: 
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d. Members of family mentioned in the story: 


As fo w 


Reasons why they are mentioned: 


Decision: 


. Feelings: 


Which sentences from the story support your answer? 


=- THE LESSONS 


Number of people: 


. Type of lesson: 


Q different 
(J ordinary 


They are always: [1 the same 


O unusual 


Explain with three examples: 


Total cost: 
The learner’s attitude: C scared O relaxed O indifferent 


Which words/sentences in the story support your answer? 
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f. A foreign word which describes the lessons: 
g. It means: 
h. Learner’s nickname: 


it means: 


j- What it indicates: 


k. The instructor's opinion is justified: C] yes C] no 


Support your answer with a sentence from the story: 


D RIVING 


4. THE LICENSE 


a. 





|. The instructor and the learner speak a lot together: 


C yes O no. Explain with two sentences from the story: 











m. The instructor encourages the learner: LI yes L no 


Which sentence from the story supports your answer? 





n. The narrator knows for sure s/he has improved a lot: 


Cl yes CJ no. Explain: 








Worp STORE 


oe RRR a 


1. FIND WORDS ABOUT DRIVING IN THE STORY 
a. the official document needed to drive a car: 
b. where you can learn how to drive: 

c. people who teach how to drive: 

d. where you put the key to start the car: 


e. part of the car that makes it move: 


f. they give instructions along the roads: 
g. you use them when you can't see: 
h. to hit something violently: 


to drive fast: 


j. the legal maximum speed: 


WHAT DO YOU THINK? 


1. Would you like to take driving lessons with Frank? 
2. What qualities are necessary to be the ideal driving 
instructor? 


g 


o pw 


. FIND SYNONYMS IN THE STORY 


. very dark: 


. to ask oneself: 


LESSONS 


It is difficult to get: O yes [ino 


Explain with words/sentences from the story: 








Person who decides if the learner gets a license: 





The narrator took: O many lessons [] few lessons 


Which sentence from the text supports your answer? 











The lessons have a positive result: J yes CL] no 


Which sentence from the story supports your answer: 





Something special about the certificate: 








FIND THE BRITISH EQUIVALENTS IN THE STORY 


check: 





mom: 


highway: 


to wear the same clothes: 


directly: 





relatively good: 





with lots of turns: 


to shout: 
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GLOBAL COMPREHENSION 


1. 
2. 
3. 





Number of characters: 2 

They are: a young man and a teenage girl 

It takes place in: the U.S.A. 

mom, ten m.p.h., a check for $135, a sedan, the 


highway... 
4. 


Exact place: a car 


DETAILED COMPREHENSION 
E E EEES E E E EEEE 


» THE PRINCIPAL CHARACTER 
. First name: Frank 


. Job: Driving instructor c. Nationality: Cuban 

. What s/he wears: black leather and jeans 

. What s/he is compared to: a Hell’s Angel 

. This comparison is: negative 

. What Hell’s Angels usually represent: violence 

. S/he is similar to them: no. Frank is interested in Spanish/ 


sermons and religious songs, and he writes beautifully. 


. The narrator’s reaction: She was “surprised that someone 


who dressed in black leather and jeans and sang loud 
gospel songs in the car could write with such grace.” 

3 adjectives from the story showing his/her personality: 
funny, easy and religious 


. His/her attitude while working: relaxed 


Two habits while working: e He listens to religious songs. 
@ He yells to teach people how to be careful. 


. THE NARRATOR 
. Sex: female “He did call me Señorita Tortuga (Turtle Girl).” 
. Occupation: She is probably a high school student 


because she signed up with a private driving school as 
soon as she was old enough to get her license (16). 


Age: she must be 16. 


. Members of family mentioned in the story: Her mother 


and her brother John. 


. Reasons why they are mentioned: The narrator had 


driven before with her mother and Frank was also her 
brother John’s instructor. 


Decision: To take driving lessons. 


. Feelings: She is worried and nervous. 


“I'd always been nervous about learning to drive”, “too 
terrified to go over ten m.p.h.”, “my heart speeded up”. 


. THE LESSONS 
. Number of people: 2 b. Type: driving lessons 


They are always: the same / unusual 

@ Frank didn’t say much except to tell me when to turn. 
@ He liked to sing gospel songs as they sped onto the 
highway. 

@ He loved to yell to teach people caution. 


. Total cost: $735 
. The learner’s attitude: scared 


“praying that neither of us would wander across the 
centre line”, “morbid preoccupations”, “peligroso”. 
A foreign word which describes the lessons: peligroso 


. It means: danger 
. Learner’s nickname: Seforita Tortuga 


It means: Miss Turtle 
What it indicates: He thinks she is driving too slowly. 


. The instructor’s opinion is justified: yes. ”....1 was going 


five miles under the speed limit on an unfamiliar road.” 
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LISTENING COMPREHENSION (P.53) 


. The instructor encourages the learner: no “Frank was not 


. The narrator knows for sure s/he has improved a lot: no 


. THE LICENSE 


. Person who decides if the learner gets a license: Her 


. The lessons have a positive result: yes 


. Something special about the certificate: /t is written with 


. FIND WORDS IN THE STORY ABOUT DRIVING 

. the official document you need to drive a car: license 
. where you can learn how to drive: driving school 

. people who teach how to drive: instructors 

. where you put the key to start the car: ignition 

. part of the car that makes it move: engine 

. they give instructions along the roads: signs 

. you use them when you can’t see: headlights 

. to hit something violently: to crash 


. FIND THE BRITISH EQUIVALENTS IN THE STORY 
a. check: cheque b. mom: mum c. highway: motorway 


- FIND SYNONYMS IN THE STORY 

. to wear the same clothes as: to dress like 

. directly: straight c. relatively good: pretty good 

. very dark: pitch black e. with lots of turns: twisty 
. to shout: to yell g. to ask oneself: to wonder 


. dressed like 

. walking down 
. speeded up 

. slowed down 
. pointing to 


. turned on 
. came from 
. stopped at 


The instructor and the learner speak a lot together: no 
“He didn’t say much, except to tell me when to turn” 
and “He never told me anything except that | was going 
to kill him, and to turn right at the next intersection”. 







very encouraging.” 







“I don’t know how much | learned from my lessons with 
Frank.” 





It is difficult to get: no 


“If we didn’t crash, | was good enough to get a license”, 
“after hours of listening to Spanish sermons and gospel 
songs, Frank gave me my final certificate.” 


instructor, Frank. 
The narrator took: many lessons 


“After hours of listening to Spanish sermons and gospel 
songs, Frank gave me my certificate”. 









“Frank gave me my final certificate.” 








beautiful calligraphy. 





to drive fast: to soeed 
the legal maximum speed: the speed limit 














go on 
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0 JUST 16 


by Chrissie Russell 





“Noooo. You can’t be serious.” 


“Pm serious. In Sandra’s mum and dad’s 
bedroom.” 


“No! That’s incredible!” 
“So... what do you think of Alex?” 


ath and | were talking in the toilets at 

the youth club disco. She was telling me 

all about her new boyfriend, Alex, when 
she heard one of her favourite songs. “Come 
on, Suze! Let’s dance!” 


| had been best friends with Cathy 
McKracken for 12 years. We shared 
everything. Best-friend things like gossip and 
make-up, but also our problems, like when her 
parents divorced or my dad went to hospital. 


I’m Suzan Thomson. I have auburn hair 
and green eyes. I’m not bad looking, but 
Cathy was beautiful: blond hair, blue-green 
eyes, perfect skin, perfect body. She was one 
of those people you love to hate, like Claudia 
Schiffer or Kate Moss. But I liked Cathy too 
much to hate her. 


The music and lights were fantastic. We 
danced and danced. Suddenly, | realised I was 
hot and thirsty. 


_ | went to get a drink and met Darren. He 
was 17 and cute. We talked for a long time. | 
was watching the dancers and | didn’t see 
Cathy. At two o’clock, | excused myself and 
went to find her. 


I couldn’t find her anywhere. | decided to 
go home, but I looked in the toilets first. 


The clock on the hospital wall read five 
o’clock. “This isn’t happening,” | thought. | 
wasn’t in the Casualty Department. Cathy 
wasn’t in hospital. It was a bad dream. 


Maybe the doctors had made a mistake. I'd 
seen lots of dead people in films. They always 
look calm. Cathy didn’t look calm. She just 
looked dead. 
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Just after 2 a.m., | had found her in the 
toilets. Her eyes were large and her pupils 
dilated. She was in agony, and vomiting. I 
tried to calm her down but she was terrified. I 
went to phone an ambulance. When | 
returned, Cathy was unconscious. 


She never woke up. The doctors said she 
had taken Ecstasy. That’s why she died. 


Part of me was so angry with her. She 
didn’t need drugs. She was clever, beautiful, 
popular, just 16. We wanted to travel, learn to 
surf, parachute, act... 


Did she deliberately take it? Did someone 
put it in her drink or force her? 


| get so angry at the dealers. When 
someone | know takes drugs, | want to show 
them Cathy’s photo. 


For a long time, I tried to forget, | blocked 
out her memory. Then, a few weeks ago, | was 
watching the TV news. A mother and father 
were talking about their daughter. She 
sounded just like Cathy and she died after 
taking Ecstasy on her 18th birthday. Suddenly, 
I felt as if Cathy was with me. The memories 
didn’t hurt any more, but I realised that I must 
tell people about her life. She died of a drug 
more and more teenagers are dying of. 


Then my English teacher asked me to 
write an essay. | wrote about two girls. Two 
girls talking in the toilets at a disco. Two best 
friends. One with red hair, one blond. 


“So... what do you think of Alex?” the 
blond girl asked. E 
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JUST 1 6 


Name: 





GLOBAL COMPREHENSION 


1. Number of principal characters: 





2. They are: O boys O girls 








a boy and a girl 





CI two girls and a boy 
3. Number of places where the story takes place: 


4. List them: 








DETAILED COMPREHENSION 


1. THE NARRATOR 


a. First name: 





b. Abbreviation: 





c. Physical description: hair colour: 


eye colour: 





d. Expression describing how she looks: 





e. It really means: O pretty O horrible 


2. THE OTHER GIRL 


a. First name: 





b. Last name: 





c. Age: 





Support your answer with words from the story: 





d. Physical description: hair colour: 


eye colour: 





e. Other physical information: 





f. Adjective describing how she looks: 





g. The narrator compares her to: 


Give examples: 





h. Write two adjectives to describe her personality: 








i. Boyfriend’s name: 
j- He had been her boyfriend for a long time: O yes C no 


Explain with words from the story: 
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Class: 


5. Country: O Britain [J the U.S.A. O Australia 


Support your answer with words from the text: 











k. She had been friends with the narrator for a long 


time: (J yes O no 


Support your answer with a sentence from the story: 








3. RIGHT oR WRONG 


The following statements are right (R) or wrong (W). 
Correct them when necessary. 














R W 
a. The narrator and the other girl 
are sisters. LJ L] 
b. They went to a club. O o 
c. The girl met Darren. O C] 
d. She didn’t dance. O C 
e. The narrator and the other girl stayed 
together all evening. C] LO 





4. PUT THE SENTENCES IN CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER 


a. E The narrator called an ambulance. 


b. L] Cathy had taken Ecstasy or someone had put it in 


her drink. 





[_] The narrator thought maybe the doctors had 
made a mistake. 


d. L] At 2 a.m., the narrator looked for her friend. 
e. |_| The narrator thought it was a bad dream. 
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f LI Cathy was vomiting in the toilets. 
g. |_| The narrator was still in hospital at 5 a.m. 
h. L] The narrator found her friend in the toilets. 





i. [_] The girl died at 5 a.m. 
j. |_| The narrator tried to calm her down. 


k. L] The girl was terrified. 


5. THE NARRATOR’S REACTIONS 


a. Her first reaction: 


Explain with a sentence from the story: 





b. She understands her friend: (J yes C no 


Explain: 








c. Her second reaction: 











d. She then tried to remember everything: C] yes C no 


Explain with words/a sentence from the story: 








6. HER REACTION WHEN SHE SAW THE TV NEWS 


People who were talking: 


.b. Why they were on TV: 





WORD STORE 


eee 


FIND SYNONYMS IN THE STORY 


a. to have things in common: 


b. conversation about other people's affairs: 





c. beautiful: 





d. ; part of a hospital where people are taken after an 


accident: 





WHAT DO YOU THINK? 


2 ne nS SSE 


1. Do you understand Suzan when she says she was angry with what Cathy did? 
2. If one of your friends died after taking drugs, would you tell everybody about his/her life? 
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o 2 9 


=h 


h. L] The girls went dancing. 


. That reminded her of someone: O yes L no 


. People she hates: 


. PUT THE ACTIONS IN CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER 


o ov yN 


; ell Two friends went to a disco. 


JUST 16 


What happened: 





Consequence for the narrator: 





Her decision: 





What she did: 











Why: 


Lla girl decided to write an essay about her friend. 





[| The narrator found her friend in the toilets. 


|] The narrator discovered her friend had taken drugs. 


|_| The narrator met a boy. 
[| The narrator heard about a girl who had died 


from Ecstasy. 





LIA girl told her friend about a boy. 


E The narrator looked for her friend. 
| | The girl died in hospital. 





the small round black centre of the eye: 





great physical pain: 


with the intention of doing something: 
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ANSWERS 


GLOBAL COMPREHENSION 


(PP.20-21) 








GIVE INFORMATION ABOUT THE STORY 

1. Number of principal characters: 2 

2. They are: girls 

3. Number of places where the story takes place: 3 

4. List them: a youth club, a hospital, the place where Suzan 
is writing her essay: her home or school. 


5. Country: Britain 
British terms are used: “Mum, toilets, Casualty 
Department...” The spelling is British English: “favourite” 









DETAILED COMPREHENSION 
SEES ST TSS TT ST TT ET ST PIT 


. THE NARRATOR 
. First name: Suzan 
. Abbreviation: Suze 
. Physical description: 
- hair colour: auburn 
- eye colour: green 
. How she looks: “not bad looking” 
. It really means: pretty 








Aon gy = 








. THE OTHER GIRL 
. First name: Cathy 


. Last name: McKracken 
. Age: 16; “just 16” 
. Physical description: 
- hair colour: blond 
- eye colour: blue-green 
. She had perfect skin and a perfect body. 
Adjective describing how she looks: “beautiful” 
g. The narrator compares her to: a top model 
Give examples: Claudia Schiffer and Kate Moss 
h. Write two adjectives to describe her personality: clever 
and friendly ( she is popular) 
i. Boyfriend’s name: Alex 
j. He had been her boyfriend for a long time: no 
“her new boyfriend, Alex” 
k. She had been friends with the narrator for a long time: 
yes. “I had been best friends with Cathy McKracken for 
12 years.” 







ao ron o & 






mh O 






Qu 


.- RIGHT OR WRONG? 

. The narrator and the other girl are sisters. W They are 
best friends. 

. They went to a club. R 
The girl met Darren. W The narrator met Darren. 

. Cathy and Suzan didn’t dance. W They both danced. 

. The narrator and the other girl stayed together all 
evening. W The narrator met Darren and talked to him 
for a long time. 





o 






Qo ana & 





. PUT THE SENTENCES IN CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER 
. b Cathy had taken Ecstasy or someone had put it in her 
drink. 


. d At 2 a.m., the narrator looked for her friend. 

. h The narrator found Cathy in the toilets. 

. k Cathy was terrified. 

. # Cathy was vomiting in the toilets. 

. | The narrator tried to calm her down. 

. a The narrator called an ambulance. 

. | Cathy died at 5 a.m. 

9. g The narrator was still in hospital at 5 a.m. 

10. e The narrator thought it was a bad dream. 

11. ¢ The narrator thought maybe the doctors had made a 





= D 
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mistake. 


5. THE NARRATOR'S REACTIONS 
a. Her first reaction: She was angry with her friend. 
“Part of me was so angry with her.” 


b. She understands her friend: no 


Her friend was everything a girl ever wanted to be. She 


didn’t need drugs. 


c. Her second reaction: She wondered whether her friend 
had chosen to take Ecstasy or if someone had put it in 


her drink or had forced her. 
d. She then tried to remember everything: no 
“I tried to forget, | blocked out her memory.” 
. HER REACTION WHEN SHE SAW THE TV NEWS 
. People who were talking: a mother and a father 
. Why they were on TV: to speak about their daughter 


What happened: She died after taking Ecstasy on her 
18th birthday. 


d. That reminded her of someone: yes 


ATO 


Consequence for the narrator: /t reminded her of Cathy, 


her best friend. 


e. Her decision: to tell people about Cathy and why she 
died. 


f. What she did: Her English teacher asked her to write an 


essay. She decided to write about Cathy. 

g. People she hates: the dealers 

Why: They caused Cathy’s death. 
. CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER 
. d Two friends went to a disco. 
. g A girl told her friend about a boy. 
. h The girls went dancing. 
e The narrator met a boy. 
i The narrator looked for her friend. 
. b The narrator found her friend in the toilets. 
. | The girl died in hospital. 
. ¢ The narrator discovered her friend had taken drugs. 


. f The narrator heard about a girl who had died from 
Ecstasy. 


10. a A girl decided to write an essay about her friend. 


Ow ON AU PWD ws 


WORD STORE 





FIND SYNONYMS IN THE STORY 

a. to have things in common: to share 

b. conversation about other people’s affairs: gossip 

c. good-looking: cute 

d. part of a hospital where people are taken after an 
accident: Casualty Department 

.- The small round black centre of an eye: pupil 

f. great physical pain: agony 

g. with the intention of doing something: deliberately 


@ 


LISTENING COMPREHENSION (p,54) 


PRONUNCIATION 

1. Katie/ Cathy 6. cries/dies 

2. 60/76- 7. hungry/angry 
3. live/leave 8. fear/year 

4. phones/finds 9. till/te// 

5. hill/il/ 10. warm/warn 


PHOTOCOPY AUTHORISED 









Ə l'LL WEAR A ROSE 


by Anonymous 





ohn Blanchard stood in his Army uniform 

studying the crowd in Grand Central 

Station. He looked for the girl he loved, 
but whose face he didn’t know; the girl with 
the rose. His interest in her had begun thirteen 
months before in a Florida library. Taking a 
book off the shelf he found himself intrigued, 
not with the words of the book, but with the 
notes written in the margin. He liked the 
writing and the sentiments. 


In the front of the book, he discovered the 
original owner’s name, Miss Hollis Maynell. 
With time and effort, he found her address. 


She now lived in New York City. He wrote 
her a letter introducing himself and inviting her 
to correspond. The next day he went to 
Europe as a soldier in World War II. For the 
next year and one month the two got to know 
each other through their letters. 


A romance was starting. Blanchard asked 
for a photograph, but she refused. She felt that 
if he really loved her, her appearance wasn’t 
important. When the day finally came for him 
to return from Europe, they planned their first 
meeting for 7:00 p.m. at Grand Central 
Station in New York. 


“You'll recognize me,” she wrote, “by the 
red rose I'll be wearing on my jacket.” 
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So at 7:00 he was in the station looking for 
a girl whose heart he loved, but whose face 
he’d never seen. 


I'll let Mr Blanchard himself tell you what 
happened: 


A young woman was coming towards me. 
She was slim. She had blond hair and 
delicate ears; her eyes were blue as flowers. In 
her pale green suit she was so beautiful 


| started to walk to her, forgetting to notice 
that she wasn’t wearing a rose. As I moved, 
she gave me a small, provocative smile. 
“Going in my direction, soldier?” she 
murmured. 


Then I saw Hollis Maynell. She was 
standing just behind the girl. A woman well 
past forty, she had greying hair and an old 
hat. She was quite fat and wore grey, dull 
clothes. The girl in the green suit was walking 
quickly away. 

ZH G&G 


| felt as though I was split in two. | wanted 
to follow the girl, but I needed the woman 
who had been my imaginary companion, the 
woman whose personality | loved. 


And there she stood. Her pale, plump face 
was gentle and sensible, her grey eyes were 
warm and kind. | did not hesitate. My fingers 
gripped the small worn blue leather copy of 
the book that was to identify me to her. 


This would not be love, but it would be 
something precious, something perhaps even 
better than love, a wonderful friendship. | 
saluted and held out the book to the woman, 
even though I felt totally disappointed. 


“m Lieutenant John Blanchard, and you 
must be Miss Maynell. I am so glad you could 
meet me; may I take you to dinner?” 


The woman smiled. “I don’t know what 
this is about, son,” she answered, “but the 
young lady in the green suit who just went 
by, she asked me to wear this. And she said 
if you were to ask me out to dinner, I should 
tell you that she is waiting for you in the big 
restaurant across the street. She said it was 
some sort of test!” B 
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I'LL WEAR A ROSE 


Name: 





GLOBAL COMPREHENSION 


THE STORY 
1. Itis a story about: 
O the army Oajoke O love 
2. It is about: O seeing somebody off 
[] meeting somebody [O missing somebody 
3. Number of narrators: G1 02 03 





Explain with details from the story: 








DETAILED COMPREHENSION 


g. Exact place: 


. First name: 


. Last name: 


. THE HERO 








He is in the Army: O yes O no 


Support your answer with two sentences from the 


story: 











. He loves a girl: O yes O no 


Support your answer with words from the story: 





He knows her well: O yes O no 


Explain: 











State where it all began: 





. A book was important to him: O yes O no 


Explain with details from the story: 











What he did then: 


Consequences: ——— ~ oOo O 








Where he had to go: 
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- Country: 


. City: 


. Time: 


. Hair colour: 


. What she was wearing: 


Class: 


. Number of characters: 


. When it takes place: 


Year: 








Exact location: 








Explain with a sentence from the story: 


RL itr hr er rrer 


Reason why he is now waiting: 








. He will recognise the face of the person: yes [no 


Explain: 








. What the recognition signs are: 


for the woman: 





for him: 





. THE FIRST WOMAN HE SAW 
. She was: O slim O plump [O fat 


LJ young ÙO middle-aged [O very old 





Eye colour: 








. The hero's opinion about her is: O very positive 


C] positive O negative 
Support your answer with three details from the 


story: 











These words concern: C her physical appearance 


C her personality 


. She was wearing the recognition sign: O yes O no 


PHOTOCOPY AUTHORISED 





opw 


. She was: O slim 


Support your answer with a sentence from the story: 


She notices him: O yes [ino 


Support your answer with words from the story: 


She talks to him: O yes CI no 


Support your answer with words from the story: 


THE SECOND WOMAN HE SAW 
Age: 
[J] fat 





Hair colour: 


. Eye colour: 


. What she was wearing: 





He knows what to do: [J] yes Lino 


Explain: 


. The hero’s feelings about her: 


- First: 
- Then: 


. She was wearing the recognition sign: L] yes LI no 


Who the hero thinks she is: 


The hero’s opinion about her is: 


O very positive O positive [] negative 


: Support your answer with a sentence from the story: 


. This concerns: L her physical appearance 





O her personality 
What he decides to do: 


5. 


. The hero decided to follow the first woman. 


. The second woman only helped the first one. | 


. The first woman is Hollis Maynell. og 





I'LL WEAR A ROSE 


THE END 
The following statements are right (R) or wrong (W). 
Correct them when necessary. 


R W 
OO 





. The hero fell in love with the second woman. 0 QO 


The hero invited the second woman to dinner. OD O 


. The woman accepted. OC 

















The first woman is waiting for the hero ina 





restaurant. bar Ls) 














. She was sure of his love. O 





CHOOSE ANOTHER TITLE FOR THE STORY 


a. Falling in Love 


b. Coming Back Home 


C. 


Don’t Trust Appearances 


Explain your choice: 
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I'LL WEAR A ROSE 





Worb STORE 
1. FIND SYNONYMS IN THE STORY 
a. a large group of people: 
b. place where you can borrow books: 
c. feelings: 
d. to say who you are: 
love affair: 
f. thin: 
g. not bright, not interesting: 
h. intelligent: 


unhappy because something isn’t as good as you 


wanted it to be: 


to be happy: 


team 
a 


WHAT DO YOU THINK? 


Ss 9 N 


2. 


> a h 


FIND THE OPPOSITES 
to find: 


to go away: 

to make a decision for the future: 
last: 

to remember: 

united: 

very thin: 

nasty: 


brand-new: 





1. Do you agree that appearance is not important when you love someone? 
2. Do you believe that a beautiful friendship is better than love? 


26 SHORT STORIES FOR TEENS 


PHOTOCOPY AUTHORISED 



































Aa org = 


oon ow N 


as 


n Tow 


GLOBAL COMPREHENSION 





THE STORY 

. It is a story about: love 

. it is about: meeting somebody 
. Number of narrators: 2 


The narrator and John Blanchard tell the story. 


. Number of characters: 3 
. When it takes place: The end of World War II 


Year: 1945 


. Country: The U.S.A. 
. City: New York City 


Exact location: Grand Central Station 


. Time: 7 p.m. 
DETAILED COMPREHENSION 


. THE HERO 
. First name: John 


. Last name: Blanchard 
. He is in the Army: yes 


“John Blanchard stood in his Army uniform”; “...a soldier 
in WWII...”; “I’m Lieutenant John Blanchard”. 


. He loves a girl: yes 


“...a girl whose heart he loved.” 


. He knows her well: no 


He had never seen her face: they got to know each other 
through their letters. 


. State where it began: Florida 
. Exact place: a library 
. A book was important to him: yes 


Details from the story: He liked the notes someone had 
written in a book and he found the original owner's 
name. 

What he did then: He found the owner's address. 


Consequences: He wrote to the woman and a romance 
started. 


. Where he had to go: Europe 


“He went to Europe as a soldier in World War II". 


Reason why he is now waiting: He is just back and will 
meet the girl he loves for the first time. 


. He will recognise the face of the person: no 


“He asked for a photograph but she refused.” 


. What the recognition signs are - for the woman: a rose 


- for him: a copy of the book. 


. THE FIRST WOMAN HE SAW 

. She was: slim and young 

. Hair colour: blond 

. Eye colour: blue 

. What she was wearing: a pale green suit 

. The hero's opinion about her is: very positive 


Details: “delicate ears”;”her eyes were blue as flowers”; 
“she was so beautiful”. 


. These words concern: her physical appearance 
. She was wearing the recognition sign: no 


“| started to walk to her, forgetting to notice that she 
was not wearing a rose”. 


. She notices him: yes;“gave a small provocative smile” 


She talks to him: yes;“Going in my direction, soldier?” 


. THE SECOND WOMAN HE SAW 
. Age: past 40 

. She was: plump 

. Hair colour: getting grey 
. Eye colour: grey 


PHOTOCOPY AUTHORISED 


e. What she was wearing: grey, dull clothes, an old hat 


mh 


v SO Ho 


WORD STORE 


~~ rwoirrmraoan wy = 


LISTENING COMPREHENSION (P.54) 


1. 
6. 


. The hero’s feelings about her: 


. She was wearing the recognition sign: yes 


. This concerns: her personality 


. THE END. RIGHT OR WRONG? 
. The hero decided to follow the first woman. W He held 


. The hero fell in love with the second woman. W: ”This 


. The hero invited the second woman to dinner. R 
. The woman accepted. W: She said the woman in the 


. The second woman only helped the first one. R 

. The first woman ts waiting for the hero in a restaurant. R 
. The first woman is Hollis Maynell. R 

. She was sure of his love. W: She wanted to test him. 


. CHOOSE ANOTHER TITLE FOR THE STORY 


. FIND SYNONYMS IN THE STORY 

. a large group of people: a crowd 

. place where you can borrow books: a /ibrary 
. feelings: sentiments 

. to say who you are: to introduce oneself 

. love affair: romance 


. not bright, not interesting: dull 
. intelligent: sensible 


. FIND THE OPPOSITES 
. to find: to look for 


. to go away: to return 


. last: first 
. to remember: to forget 


. very thin: plump 
. nasty: kind 


s,;a *7>o aAanowaRNn 


ANSWERS 


(PP.24-26) 





He knows what to do: no; He is “split in two”. 


First: He is totally disappointed. 


Then: He remembers that personality is more important 
than physical appearance: “This would not be love but it 
would be something precious, something perhaps even 
better than love, a wonderful friendship”. 


Who the hero thinks she is: Hollis Maynell, the woman he 
loves. 


The hero’s opinion about her is: positive 
“Her pale face was gentle and sensible, her grey eyes 
were warm and kind.” 


What he decides to do: tell her he is John Blanchard, the 


man she came to meet. 


out the book to the woman, even though he was 
disappointed. 


would not be love”. 


green suit had invited him. 


Don’t Trust Appearances 


thin: slim 


unhappy because something isn't as good as you wanted 
it to be: disappointed 


to be happy: to be glad 


to make a decision for the future: to plan 


united: split 


brand new: worn 


towards me 2. slim 3. delicate ears 4. flowers 5. walk 
smile 7. murmured 8. forty 9. greying hair 10. suit 
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© FUNKERELLA 


by Cathy Baker 


Funkerella is sitting in the kitchen, playing 
Nintendo. Her mother, Marian, enters. 


Marian: Ah, Funkerella. 

Funkerella: What is it, Mum? 

Marian: I’m divorcing your father... 
Funkerella: What?! 

Marian: And I’m off to Los Angeles to have a 
fabulous time. 

Funkerella: Cool! When do we pack? 

Marian: Sorry, dear, your father won custody. 
Goodbye. 


Salmonella enters, with Pneumonia and 
Listeria 


Salmonella: Good morning! 

Funkerella: Good morning. Erm, who are 
you? 

Salmonella: | am the Lady Salmonella, new 
wife of the Baron Boring. 

Funkerella: But he’s my father! 
Salmonella: And my husband. 

Funkerella: You mean...? 

Salmonella: Yes, | do. I’m your stepmother. 
And, of course, my two daughters, 
Pneumonia and Listeria, are much better than 
you. 

Funkerella: That’s not fair! 

Salmonella: You can just start cleaning the 
house: here’s the Fairy Liquid. 

Funkerella: But Mum! 

Salmonella: No buts. 

Funkerella: But slavery’s illegal! Under the 
(Universal Declaration of Human Rights! 
Salmonella: | said, no buts. 

Funkerella: (in desperation) Article 4! 


A few days later, in the palace of the 
Principality of X. Queen Xanthe, King Xavier 
and prince Groovy are talking. 


Groovy: Look, Mum, I really can’t marry any 
of these silly princesses. One of them was 
nine years old! 

Xanthe: We have to find you a bride before 
you re twenty-one-and-a-half, or the 
principality goes to your cousin in Australia. 
Groovy: No! 

Xavier: | thought that would get him going. 
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Groovy: But, we still have lots of time. 
Xanthe: We have not. You were twenty-one 
yesterday. 

Xavier: | don’t see what was wrong with that 
girl you rescued from the hundred-year sleep. 
Groovy: She thought Boyzone was still Number 
One! 


Groovy looks at a pop magazine, puts it 
down and walks around the room. 


Xavier picks up the magazine. 


Xavier: This magazine gave me an idea. Why 
don’t we have a disco? 

Xanthe: Is that one of those things Groovy 
likes? 

Xavier: Yes, dear. 

Xanthe: A brillant idea! Ask the Royal 
Listmaker to invite all the women between 
sixteen and forty. 

Groovy: Forty? Make it twenty-five! 

Xanthe: Forty it will be. 

Xavier: Of course, we could choose a bride for 
you... 

Groovy: But Dad! 

Xanthe: No buts! A Bride-Choosing Disco it 
will be. 
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Ten days later, Funkerella is clearing the 
breakfast. Pneumonia picks up seven letters 
which arrive. 


Pneumonia: Three bills for the Baron, 
something for Mum... one for me... one for 
you... and one for Funkerella. Wow! The 
Prince is inviting me to his disco. He wants to 
choose a bride! 

Listeria: Mine says that too. I’m more 
beautiful than you... he’ll marry me! 
Funkerella (from the kitchen): Wow! An 
invite to the prince’s disco! 

Listeria (going into the kitchen): She’s not 
going to be competition for us. 


Funkerella screams, there is a ripping sound. 


Pneumonia: Very good, don’t you think, 
Mum? 

Salmonella: Yes. She won’t spoil our chances 
of pleasing the Prince. 

Listeria: So, you’re going, Mum? 
Salmonella: Well, of course! I’m invited. (I’m 
only 39.) 

Funkerella: But what about me? 
Salmonella: You stay at home and clean up 
after us. We go to the disco and have a 
chance of marrying the Prince. 

Funkerella: But that’s not fair! 


It is the night of the disco. Pneumonia, 
Listeria and Salmonella are leaving. 


Salmonella: Goodbye, Funkerella. 
Funkerella: Bye, Salmonella. (sniffs) 
Salmonella: Stop crying! Just because you 
haven’t got an invitation. 

Funkerella: But | did have one! 


The others leave 


Funkerella: It’s not fair. I've been working for 
two months. I’ve used forty bottles of Fairy 
Liquid*. 


Funkerella picks up a bottle of Fairy Liquid. 
Funkerella: | wish | could go to the disco. 


A puff of smoke. Fairy Liquid enters. 


Fairy Liquid: Are you Funkerella? 
Funkerella: Yes. And who are you? 
Fairy Liquid: I’m your Fairy Godmother. 
Funkerella: Wow! What can you do? 
Fairy Liquid: Your wish is my command. 
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Funkerella: World peace? 

Fairy Liquid: That’s a little difficult... 
Funkerella: Well... | know! You see, my 
stepmother and her daughters have gone to 
the Prince’s disco, where he will choose his 
bride. 

Fairy Liquid: Sounds familiar! Well, you’ll 
need transport. Do you have a pumpkin? 
Funkerella: No... But Salmonella uses 
cucumbers for her eyes. 

Fairy Liquid: Well, take the cucumber outside 
and I'll see what | can do. 


A puff of smoke. 

Funkerella: Wow! Liquid, a Ferrari! 

Fairy Liquid: Hmm. What next? 
Funkerella: Some clothes? 

Fairy Liquid: Hmm. Will platform shoes be 
alright? 

Funkerella: Great. 


* a type of washing-up liquid 


PHOTOCOPY AUTHORISED 


More smoke 


Funkerella: This is wonderful, Liquid. Thank 
you! 

Fairy Liquid: The spell stops at midnight. PI 
put an alarm clock in the Ferrari. Bye! 


At the Prince’s disco. Xavier and Xanthe are 
watching Prince Groovy. 


Xanthe: I just hope he chooses a bride 
tonight. 

Xavier: He’ll find someone. 

Listmaker: The Princess Arcana! 
Xanthe: | can’t remember inviting her. 
Xavier: You can’t remember anything. 
Xanthe: Humph. 


Funkerella walks onto the dance floor. 
Listeria and Groovy are dancing. Groovy 
sees Funkerella and leaves Listeria. 


Groovy: You must be Princess Arcana. 
Funkerella: Yes. 

Groovy: Where are you from? 

Funkerella: The Principality, but I’m living 
abroad for a year before university. 
Groovy: Would you like to dance? 
Funkerella: | could dance with you forever. 
Groovy: Arcana, I'd like to marry you. 


Funkerella’s alarm clock rings. 


Funkerella: Oh! | must go... My mother will 
be furious if I’m late! 
Groovy: You must come again! 


Funkerella has left one shoe. 
Groovy picks it up. 


Groovy: Who was she? | know that 
she is from the Principality. We must 
search the Principality until we find 
the owner of this shoe. Oh, Arcana! 


A week later, the Listmaker, holding 
the shoe, knocks on Salmonella’s 
door. Salmonella answers. 


Salmonella: No, we don’t want an 
encyclopaedia... Oh, hello! 
Listmaker: Hello, I’m on an 
important mission for the Prince. | 
must find the person whose foot fits 
the shoe today. The Prince must 
marry her before tomorrow. 
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Salmonella: I'l] marry him. 

Listmaker: Only Princess Arcana’s foot will fit 
this shoe! 

Salmonella: Well, come in. 

Listmaker: She must be here. This is the last 
house! 


Everyone except Funkerella is in the living 
room. 

Pneumonia: It fits! 

Listmaker: No, it doesn’t! 

Listeria: It fits me! 

Listmaker: No, it doesn’t! There must be 
another person in this house. 


Funkerella enters. 


Listmaker: Could you try on this shoe 
please?... It fits! You must be Princess Arcana! 
Phone Prince Groovy! 

Groovy: Princess Arcana! 

Funkerella: Funkerella, in fact. 

Groovy: Great name! Oh, Funkerella! 
Funkerella: Oh, Groovy! 

Groovy: Will you marry me? 


Xanthe and Xavier appear. 


Xavier: So you've found a bride! 

Groovy: Yes, and we’ll marry tomorrow in the 
cathedral! 

Funkerella: Why not get married in the disco? 
A 
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Name: 


UN KERELLELA 





GLOBAL COMPREHENSION 


4. The story takes place: (J in the past C in the present 


D 


C in the future 








a6 C18 L)10 








Number of characters: L| 4 





List the characters and indicate their names and roles 


in the story: ______»__EESSSSSSSSSSSSSS 


ETAILED COMPREHENSION 





Clases. --— =. ~ Ne 


rr masa ee Ss EE 


j. 


k. These names refer to: 


. Mother’s name: 


. THE HEROINE 


Name: 





This name indicates she is: (J traditional 


[J old-fashioned [i modern O unconventional 








She is: O a young girl O a teenager 


Clin her thirties C in her forties 








Mother's plans: 











Father’s name: 





. This name indicates he is: 


G strict Ofun (J not interesting 


_ Give two recent events in his life and use sentences 


from the story to support your answers: 




















The heroine has: |] two sisters 


[la brother and a sister O two stepsisters 


Give their names: 
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m. 


T 


A 


These names indicate that they are are: 
C pleasant and that people would want to know them 


O unpleasant and that people would avoid them 


The heroine is: O happy at home 





never at home 








O unhappy at home 





Support your answer by quoting from the story: 








anamma 


eeraa 


ameer aaea 


. Godmother’s name: 


Give details about her: 


nl A I 


ere Ll A 





. THE PRINCE 


Name: 


. This name indicates he is: O grave [C cool 


[O modern O traditional 





He is interested in: O the cinema C modern music 
O sport 


PHOTOCOPY AUTHORISED 


. Age: 


g. Mother’s name: 


. She is: Ci bossy CO cool 


. Reason: 





. Consequence of this interest: 


es 

















His age is important: O yes O no 


Support your answer with two sentences from the 


story: 























C understanding 


Support your answer with a sentence from the story: 











Father's name: 





The parents’ problem: 
C their couple O their son (the principality 
Their idea: 











. THE INVITATION 


Place: 











Who wrote the list: 


. Give details about the people who are invited: 


~ Sex: 





- Age: 





Names of characters who received an invitation: 
a a a a 
a A a 


i ee 
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FUN KERELLA 














Funkerella had an invitation: O yes no 


Support your answer with a sentence from the story: 





g. She can go: CO yes O no 


h. What happened: 


oc PS ae 














Why this happened: 











Character who arrives: 





Her actions: 
| a a a ee 


LT Aer ere rey pyrene 


- Then: 








The heroine’s reaction: 





Support your answer with an adjective from the story: 





. Something she must not forget: 


Explain with a sentence from the story: 





THE MEETING 


Place: 





Identity the heroine gives: 
It is her real name: O yes O no 


Explain: 














The heroine meets the prince: O yes [no 


Support your answer with sentences from the story: 
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. Important object she loses: 





UN KERELLA 


The prince falls in love: yes [Jno 


Support your answer with a sentence from the story: 








The heroine can stay at the disco a long time: 
[lyes Lino 


Explain: 





i 





. THE SEARCH 


It consists of:__{_.___E———SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS 


. Name of the person in charge of the search: 


re 





It is a difficult search: O yes Li no 





Explain: 


a 


d. The search is: C a success 


O a failure 





Support your answer with sentences from the story: 

aao o o ee 
i ag Se ee ee 
ee ee ee 


i a 


It has a happy ending: O yes Lino 





Explain: 


THE STORY 





It is a parody of: 


b. Compare ten details from the traditional version and 


— 
` 


w ON DUH FB WN 


10. a cathedral marriage 


. the fairy godmother 


. the clock 


. tell the Prince 


their modern equivalents. 


Traditional version Modern equivalents 





Cinderella 
her mother is dead 


a ball 





pumpkin 
a coach 


a glass shoe 


1. 


FIND SYNONYMS IN THE STORY 


a. to leave: m 


t 


> a m 


the right to keep a child after a divorce: 


a ee 





your father’s second wife: 


. condition of being an unpaid servant: —————-—- 


hip, cool: ———— 


a woman who is getting married: 


. right, just: 
. something you would like to happen: 


L a a ŘĖ—aaammamass 


i. 


j. 


S 


T p 


D 


a magical trick: ———————————— 


to be the right size: ——___ 


FIND THE OPPOSITES 


worse: __$__ mi ieee 


- intelligent: ——————— 


to put in danger: —— $$  ___—_#— 


War: — 


. to forget:———___—__—————————— 


early: ——____———————————————— 


. dreadful:____—— FHF 


WHAT DO YOU THINK? 


1 


. Why are stepmothers in stories mean? 
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2 


_ Cana fairy tale like this story happen in real life? 


PHOTOCOPY AUTHORISED 


GLOBAL COMPREHENSION 


1 


. The story takes place: nowadays 


2. Number of characters: 70 
3. List the characters and indicate their names and roles in 


the story. 


Funkerella: the heroine. Her parents are Marian and 
Baron Boring; Marian: Funkerella’s mother; Salmonella: 
Funkerella’s stepmother; Pneumonia: Salmonella’s 
daughter; Listeria: Salmonella’s daughter; Fairy Liquid: 
Funkerella’s godmother; Groovy: the prince; Xanthe: 
Groovy’s mother, the Queen; Xavier: Groovy’s father, the 
King; the Listmaker 


DETAILED COMPREHENSION 


=h 


Ar ee re 


2A TON 


oO oo 


THE HEROINE 

Name: Funkerella 

This name indicates she is: modern, unconventional 
She is: a teenager 

Mother’s name: Marian 


Mother’s plans: to divorce Funkerella’s father; to have a 
great time in Los Angeles 


Father's name: Baron Boring 
This name indicates he is: not interesting 


. He won custody of Funkerella: “Your father won 


custody.” 


- He married Salmonella: “I! am the Lady Salmonella, new 
wife of the Baron Boring”. 


The heroine has: two stepsisters 
Give their names: Pneumonia and Listeria 


. These names refer to: diseases 


These names indicate that the people are: unpleasant, 
and that people would avoid them 


. The heroine is: unhappy at home 


Her stepmother doesn’t like her: “My two daughters are 
much better than you”, “You stay at home and clean up 
after us...” 


. Godmother’s name: Fairy Liquid 


Give details about her: She can turn ordinary things into 
beautiful objects, she is a fairy, she knows magic. 


. THE PRINCE 


Name: Groovy 


. This name indicates he is: cool, modern 
. He is interested in: modern music 
. Consequence of this interest: He refused to marry the girl 


he rescued from the 100-year sleep because she thought 
Boyzone was still Number One. She didn’t know the new 
pop groups. 


. Age: 27 
- His age is important: yes 


He must be married before he is twenty-one-and-a-half 
or he loses the throne: “We have to find you a bride 
before you are twenty-one-and-a-half or the principality 
goes to your cousin in Australia.”, “You were twenty-one 
yesterday”. 


. Mother’s name: Xanthe 
. She is: bossy 


“No buts! A Bride-Choosing Disco it will be”. 
Father's name: Xavier 
The parents’ problem: their son 


- their idea: To have a disco so the prince can meet all 
the women in the country. 


. THE INVITATION 
. Place: the castle 
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a A 


e. 


ANSWERS (PP.32-34) 


. Reason: a disco to find Groovy a bride 
. Who wrote the list: the Royal Listmaker 
. Give details about the people who are invited 


- Sex: women 
- Age: between 16 and 40 


Characters who received an invitation (names): 
Funkerella, Salmonella, Listeria and Pneumonia 


. Funkerella had an invitation: yes;“! did have one!” 


g. She can go: no 
h. What happened: Pneumonia tore Funkerella’s invitation 


‘up: “there is a ripping sound.” 


. Why this happened: Pneumonia, Salmonella and Listeria 


don’t want Funkerella to be competition for them. 
Character who arrives: Funkerella’s godmother 


. Her actions 


- First: she turns a cucumber into a Ferrari 
- Then: she transforms Funkerella’s clothes and shoes 
The heroine's reaction: She is delighted 


“wonderful” 
m. Something she must not forget: the time 


4. 
a. 
b. 
C. 


D 


f. 


“The spell stops at midnight”. 

THE MEETING 

Place: the castle 

Identity the heroine gives: Princess Arcana 
It is her real name: no 


Explain: She doesn’t want Salmonella, Listeria and 
Pneumonia to recognise her. 


. The heroine meets the prince: yes 


“Groovy sees Funkerella and leaves Listeria“, “Would you 
like to dance?” 


. The prince falls in love: yes 


The prince asks Arcana/ Funkerella to marry him: 
“Arcana, I'd like to marry you”. 


The heroine can stay there a long time: no 
Explain: She must be home at midnight. 


g. Important object she loses: a platform shoe 


5. 
a. 


b. 
c. 


d. 
e. 
6. 
a. 
b. 


ne 


O 0O NOAUA WN 


. tell the Prince 
10. 


THE SEARCH 


It consists of: Finding the girl who lost her shoe to make 
her the Prince’s bride. 


Name of the person in charge of the search: the Royal 
Listmaker 


It is a difficult search: yes; He must visit all the houses in 
the kingdom. 


The search is: a success; “It fits! You must be Princess 
Arcana!”. 


It has a happy ending: yes; Groovy marries Funkerella 
THE STORY 

it is a parody of: Cinderella 

Compare the traditional and modern stories. 


Traditional Modern 
Cinderella Funkerella 
. her mother is dead her mother is off to L.A 
. a ball a disco 
. the fairy godmother Fairy Liquid 
. pumpkin cucumber 
. a coach a Ferrari 
. a glass shoe a platform shoe 
. the clock an alarm clock 


phone the Prince 


a cathedral marriage a disco marriage 
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(PP.32-34) 


ANSWERS 





WoRD STORE 


FIND SYNONYMS IN THE STORY 
. to leave: to be off 
. the right to keep a child after a divorce: custody 
your father’s second wife: stepmother 
. the condition of being an unpaid servant: slavery 
. hip, cool: groovy 
a woman who is getting married: bride 
. right, just: fair 
. something you would like to happen: wish 
a magical trick: a spell 
to be the right size: to fit 


seo 7 oO an oY = 





tomar 
a 







. FIND THE OPPOSITES 

. worse: better 

. intelligent: silly 

. to put in danger: to rescue 

. War: peace 

. to forget: to remember 
early: fate 

. dreadful: fabulous 


w©mAnaanwvan 
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LisTENING COMPREHENSION (P.54) 


Worp STRESS 
. 1. Salmonella: morning 


A 

2. Funkerella: morning / you 

3. Salmonella: / / Salmonella / wife / Baron / boring 

4. Funkerella: father 

5. Salmonella: my husband 

6. Funkerella: mean 

7. Salmonella: do / I’m / stepmother / course / my / 
Pneumonia / Listeria / much / you 

8. Funkerella: not fair 

9. Salmonella: you / house / Fairy Liquid 

10. Funkerella: Mum 

11. Salmonela: No “buts” 

42. Funkerella: slavery’s illegal / Universal Declaration / 

Human Rights 
13. Salmonella: / said / “buts” 
14. Funkerella: Four 


4. Salmonella 2. Funkerella 3. Listeria 4. Pneumonia 


B = . X 
5. Xanthe 6. Xavier 7. Baron 8. stepmother 9. principality 
10. invitation 11. invite 12. encyclopaedia 
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by Peter Yared 


/ve always wondered about Roy Dwight, 
ever since I saw him jump. One day, I was 
walking around the corner of Main Street 

in Greensburg, my home town, when a car 
zoomed past me, turned sharply, and went 
straight for Roy! 


“Watch it, Roy!” I yelled. 


He turned around, seeing the car, which 
was about three metres away from him, and 
leaped. And I mean leaped! He went soaring 
above the blue car and landed about seven 
metres behind it. The driver, a short, fat man, 
climbed out of the car and started cussing at 
Roy. Roy turned and ran, naturally. The driver 
added a few more profanities to his little 
speech, then jumped back into his car, 
slammed the door and drove off. 


Here’s the problem: I think Roy’s an alien. 
If he could jump around seven metres, he 
must be used to a stronger gravity. 


Roy has a long thin face, light brown hair 
and pointed ears. Maybe it was his pointy ears 
that made me think he was an alien at first. 
They always reminded me of Spock in that 
dumb Star Trek show on TV. When he first 
came to Greensburg, one and a half years 
ago, everyone called him Spooky Spocky, but 
we all got sick of it, so we quit. His eyes 
always look like they are squinting. If he’s not 
from Earth, he’s probably squinting because 
his sun is less bright than ours, or he lives 
further away from our sun than we do. He’s 
got a long drooping nose. But his main feature 
is his [.Q. It is 183. Now show me a kid with 
an IQ of 183 and I’ll show you an alien. 


Up to now, | had my doubts if he was an 
alien or not, but yesterday in the park I finally 
decided. We were playing football in the park 
stadium, and Roy was sitting in the stands 
with a radio beside him. Of the whole park, 
our favourite place is the stadium. The guard 
always lets us play, which is pretty nice of 
him. 


Well, Roy was sitting in the stands, but he 
PHOTOCOPY AUTHORISED 

































































was doing something pretty weird. He wasn’t 
only listening to the radio, he was also talking 
into it! | guessed it was his transmitter, and he 
was using it to talk to his people. Then Bill 
had to go home and clean up his room, so we 
were one player short. We called to Roy and 
asked if he wanted to play. He agreed, and slid 
off the bench. As he slid, his leg bumped his 
‘radio’ and it fell to the ground and split apart. 
Its contents were totally different from those of 
a normal radio. There was this greenish fluid 
coming out, and the electronics were very, 
very compact. The antenna had an enormous 
booster that probably helped in transmitting 
over long distances. 


Right then | knew for sure: Roy is not from 
Earth. I told the other guys I had to go 
shopping for my Mom, and before they could 
object, | ran home. 


When I finally got there, | ran into my room 
and hurried to my long, wooden desk. | 
groped under it until | found a button and 
pushed it. With the hum of electric motors, my 
desk transformed into a communications 
terminal. My fingers went flying over the 
keyboard, typing area codes and frequencies. 
Every time I pushed a button a beep sounded. 
Then I reached for my microphone and said 
into it, “Zargon to Pluto Station, Zargon to 
Pluto Station, | have found an alien. He is not 
from Earth, nor is he one of us. Delay the 
invasion until I investigate further.” 


© Merlyn’s Pen: Fiction, Essays and Poems by America’s Teens 
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A 


Name: 





LIEN INVADER 








Classi ees 


GLOBAL COMPREHENSION 


THE NARRATOR 
He is: Oa child O an adult 


Support your answer with sentences from the text: 


aaa aÁ 





et 


a Ne 


aC 


< Town where he lives: ——— 


Sport he usually practises with his friends: 


et ee Ee 


2. 


a. 


b. 


THE OTHER BOY 


First name: —________ MM 


Last name: —_—_____—_—____________—_ 


Physical description: 





a 


I 


ag a 


. What is special about his eyes: 


tt 


a e aaas 





He is: O extremely intelligent O intelligent C stupid 
Support your answer with a sentence from the story: 
a ig pa ee a a 
ah ee 


Se nS SS 


DETAILED COMPREHENSION 


A. 


1. 


a 
b. 


N 


2. 


. Who compares: 


THE COMPARISONS 
THE FIRST COMPARISON 





Who is compared: 





He is compared to: 





Nickname the narrator first gave the other boy: 





Place where you can see this character: 


O a TV series O a comic strip C a car magazine 


Its name is: 





g. Itis about: O the Earth O space [C the sea 


h. The narrator likes it: (J yes U 


. Who compares: 


. Who is compared: 





no 


Explain with an adjective from the story: 





This adjective means: CO stupid [C clever C strong 


. THE SECOND COMPARISON 








He is compared to: 





Support your answer with sentences from the story: 





NO 
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i 


Cr 


aE 


a e e OI 


. What makes this comparison possible: 


- First physical detail: 





- Second physical detail: ——_________ 


- Principal reason: ————_________—_ 


B. THE INCIDENTS 


wad 


o 


e 


. The narrator’s deduction: 


THE FIRST INCIDENT 


Place: ———  ——_§— 


. The incident is between: 


oe å oo ad 


Action: 








The boy’s reaction: 





Explain this deduction with a sentence from the 





story: 











g. The narrator is sure of his deduction: C] yes Ll no 
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T O N 


Give two sentences from the story to support your 

SSN se o ouo 
se o 
ae a a a a 


meee ee e 


A A LL art, 





. THE SECOND INCIDENT 


. Place: 


tr e aaa 


. Exact location: 





What everyone is doing: 


. Where the boy is: 
. Object the boy is using: 


What he is doing with it: 


. Give three details about the object: 














. The narrator’s deduction: 


The narrator is sure of his deduction: O yes O no 


Support your answer with a sentence from the story: 














WORD STORE 


meae SS th Si 


1. 


a. 


=h 


g. 
h 


. to jump: 


. to stop: 


. to think: 


FIND SYNONYMS IN THE STORY 
directly: 








a person from another planet: 





characteristic: 


a child: 








bizarre: 








WHAT DO YOU THINK? 


1. 


2. Do you think the narrator is an alien or is he just pretending? 


Do you believe in aliens? Why? Why not? 


ST Y = 


A 


cs 9 N 


D H 


2 9 


=h 


. THE END OF THE STORY 


. They concern: 


. Where he goes immediately: 


. This object is normal: O yes Ono 


. What he uses this object for: 


. WHAT WE LEARN ABOUT THE NARRATOR 


. Where he comes from: 


. The origins of the narrator and the other boy are: 





ALIEN INVADER 


CONSEQUENCES OF THE SECOND INCIDENT 





[J the narrator CO the other boy 


Exact place: 





Object he uses: 





Explain with three details: 

















His name: 





Contents of his message: 











O different [ the same. Explain: 





The narrator and the other boy both come from: 
C the Earth C space OC the same planet 

O different planets 

The title of the story concerns: 

C the narrator (] the other boy 

LI the narrator and/or the other boy 





boys: 





Mum: 





FIND THE WORDS IN THE STORY THAT CORRESPOND TO 
THE FOLLOWING DEFINITIONS 


to go very fast (a car): 

a measure of intelligence: 
what you use to amplify: 
to go fast (a person): 
what you type on: 


to write with a machine: 
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ANSWERS (PP.38-39) 


GLOBAL COMPREHENSION 











IDENTIFY THE CHARACTERS IN THE STORY 

1. THE NARRATOR 

a. He is: a child 
“Our favourite place”,”We were playing football in the 
park stadium”,”Then Bill had to go home and clean up 
his room...”,“I had to go shopping for my mom...”,“I ran 
into my room...”. 

. Town where he lives: Greensburg 
Sport he usually practises with his friends: Football 

. THE OTHER BOY 

. First name: Roy 

. Last name: Dwight 

. Physical description: He has a long thin face,light brown 
hair, pointy ears and a long drooping nose. 

. What is special about his eyes:”His eyes always look like 
they are squinting.” 

e. He is: extremely intelligent 

“But his main feature is his 1.Q. It is 183". 

















A Ton a & 


[om 





DETAILED COMPREHENSION 


. THE COMPARISONS 

. THE FIRST COMPARISON 

. Who compares: The narrator 

. Who is compared: The other boy 

He is compared to: Spock 

. Nickname: Spooky Spocky 

. Place where you can see this character: a TV series 
Its name is: Star Trek 

. It is about: space 

. The narrator likes it: no. Explain with an adjective: dumb 
This adjective means: stupid 


-~yrenr>oaanaaew= p 






. THE SECOND COMPARISON 

. Who compares: The narrator 

. Who is compared: The other boy 

. He is compared to: An alien 
“I think Roy’s an alien.”; “Maybe it was his pointed ears 
that made me think he was an alien at first.”; “Show me 
a kid with an 1.Q. of 183 and I'll show you an alien."... 

d. What makes this comparison possible: 

- First physical detail: his pointed ears 

- Second physical detail: his eyes 

- Principal reason: He has an I.Q. of 183. 


aoa oa N 


. THE INCIDENTS 

. THE FIRST INCIDENT 

. Place: the street 

. The incident is between: Roy and a car 

. Action: A car was going to hit Roy. 

. The boy's reaction: He jumped over the car. 

. The narrator’s deduction: Roy is an alien. 

. "If he could jump around seven metres, he must be used 
to a stronger gravity”. 

. The narrator is sure of his deduction: no 
Give two sentences from the story to support your answer: 
“lve always wondered about Roy Dwight, ever since | 
saw him jump.”; “Up to now, I’d had my doubts if he was 
an alien or not.” 


aO QAnaew= W 


© 


. THE SECOND INCIDENT 
. Place: The park 


. Exact Location: the stadium 
. What everyone is doing: They are playing football. 
. Where the boy is: He is in the stands. 

. Object the boy is using: a radio 






oan ow hN 


f. What he is doing with it: listening and talking 
g. Give three details about the object: 
It contains a greenish fluid, the electronics are very 
compact, it has a large booster. 
. The narrator's reaction: He thinks Roy is an alien. 
i. The narrator is sure of his deduction: yes 
“Right then | knew for sure: Roy is not from Earth”. 


-g 


. THE END OF THE STORY 

. CONSEQUENCES OF THE SECOND INCIDENT 

. They concern: the narrator 

. Where he goes immediately: home 
Exact place: his room 

. Object he uses: his desk 

d. This object is normal: no. It is a communications terminal, 
it has a keyboard and a microphone. 

. What he uses this object for: to send a message to Pluto 

Station. 


A Tu” A 


D 


. WHAT WE LEARN ABOUT THE NARRATOR 

. His name: Zargon 

. Where he comes from: Pluto 

. Contents of his message:”/ have found an alien.” 

“Delay the invasion.” 

d. The origins of narrator and the other boy are: different 
“He is not from Earth, nor is he one of us”. 

e. The narrator and the other boy both come from: space; 
different planets 

f. The title of the story concerns: the narrator and/or the 

other boy 


owe N 


Worpb STORE 


E E EE EEE SEEE EE EEEE 


1. FIND SYNONYMS IN THE STORY 

a. directly: straight b. to jump: to leap 

c. a person from another planet; an alien 

d. to stop: to quit e. characteristic: feature 

f. a child: a kid g. bizarre: weird h. to think: to guess 
i. boys: guys j. Mum or mother: Mom 

2. MATCHING WORDS 

a. to go very fast for a car: to Zoom 

b. a measure of intelligence: the /.Q. 

c. what you use to amplify: a booster 

d. to go fast for a person: to hurry 

e. what you use to write with a machine: a keyboard 
f. to write with a machine: to type 


LISTENING COMPREHENSION (P.55) 


1.a. (d): turned, climbed, turned, slammed. 
(t): leaped, leaped, jumped. 
(id): landed, started, added. 
b. ENDINGS OF PLURAL NOUNS 
4. metres (z) 2. profanities (iz) 3. ears (z) 4. doubts (s) 
5. stands (z) 6. contents (s) 7. electronics (s) 8. distances (iz) 
9. guys (z) 10. motors (z) 11. fingers (z) 12. codes (z) 
2. WRITE ZARGON’S OTHER MESSAGES IN CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER. 
(3.) a. Roy’s radio must be a transmitter he uses to talk to 
his people. 
(2.) b. Spooky Spock’s real name is Roy Dwight. His 1.Q. is 
183. Strange, isn’t it? 
(4.) c. There’s a new boy in town. He’s just like Mr Spock 
from Star Trek. 


(1.) d. Roy is strange. Do you know many humans who can 
jump seven metres? 


© A MIRROR OF THE MAN 





by Cathy Baker 


enedict Barton was not old, not young. He 
had grey hair and a grey face, and 
worked as a Social Security clerk. 


There was also something very particular 
about Barton. He was nasty to everyone 
generally, and to anyone different from him in 
particular, such as women, black people, 
Asian people, the poor. He was prejudiced. 


Today was not a good day for Barton. On 
his way to work he thought that someone was 
following him. He turned round angrily several 
times, sure of having heard footsteps following 
his. But whoever was there simply 
disappeared into the crowd. 


Now Barton was seated safely at his desk; 
at least there he could not be disturbed. A pile 
of letters needed to be opened. On the top 
was a leaflet. 


“Equality for All!” said the leaflet’s happy 
message. Barton hated this sort of thing. He 
normally threw things like that away. But a 
bizarre force made him open the page and 
read. 


“This Christmas, Let Us Make the World 
Equal!” the big letters brightly declared. 
Barton detested good-natured Christmas 
messages. He threw the colourful leaflet into 
the bin and went to get some tea. 


Later, when he was back at his desk, he 
was surprised to find the leaflet in front of him 
again. For the first time, he noticed the photo 
on the front of the leaflet. He thought it was an 
extremely horrible man, whose skin was partly 
black, partly white, and grey in the middle. He 
looked closer and recognised his own 
shoulders, his own legs, his own arms. 
Everything was like Barton, everything except 
the strange skin. 


At that moment, the door slowly opened to 
reveal a ray of light. Standing before Barton 
was the man from the leaflet. 


“I know all about you, Benedict Barton,” he 
said. 


“What do 
you want?” 


“You know 
why Ihave 4 
come. Think 
of all those 
people you 
have 
oppressed, 
Barton. The 
young mother 
with three 
children. Just 
because she is 
a different race 
from you, you won’t 
give her the money she needs.” 






Barton did not answer. The man gave him 
more and more examples. 


“Enough!” Barton could stand it no longer. 
He tried to punch the man’s face, but his fist 


passed through the air. “What sort of creature 
are you?” 


“I am the essence of all those you have 


oppressed. I grow every day. I follow you 
every day.” 


Barton was afraid. “I'll change,” he cried, 
“FII do anything you say.” 


“It’s too late to change, Barton,” the man 
said. “Watch me.” 


As Barton watched, the man became 
exactly like him. The new Barton sat down at 
the desk and took the leaflet. He smiled at the 
confused old Barton. 


“| have not finished with you yet,” he said, 
pointing his finger at him. The old Barton 
realised he was getting smaller and flatter, 
until he was the size of the photo in the leaflet. 


Above his head appeared a slogan: “Let Us 
Get Rid of Bigots!” The old Barton was in the 
leaflet: he was the photo! Looking down at 
him with a satisfied smile was the reformed 
Barton, who very slowly turned over the 
page. E 








40 SHORT STORIES FOR TEENS 


PHOTOCOPY AUTHORISED 


PHOTOCO 
PY AUTHORISED SHORT STORIES FOR TEENS 41 

















Name: 


1. 


2. 


h. Personality: 





R OR O F T H 





GLOBAL COMPREHENSION 


AEE E EEEE EEES EEES ESS EA 


[J a black man 





It is a story about: (J a white man 


O a ghost 
It takes place: O in the present [O in the future 


DETAILED COMPREHENSION 


a ES 


THE PRINCIPAL CHARACTER 
First name: 


Last name: 





Sex: 





Age: O we are told precisely 
C] we are given indications 
C it is not mentioned 


Support your answer with a sentence from the story: 








Physical description: 





Adjective used to describe the character: 


g. Impression it creates: 





Support your answer with two sentences from the story: 








Job: 





Where he works: 


People come there: O to ask for help [0 to have fun 
O to meet friends 


For this job, you should be: C nice to people 
O indifferent to people O nasty to people 


. In his job, the principal character is: 


Ll nice to people (indifferent to people 
O nasty to people 





n. Which kind of people: 





o. Give a specific example: 
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Class: 


3. 


a 9 


D 


sp Ww 


. What he felt: 


MAN 





Exact period: 





4. The story develops: C] in someone's home 


[lin an office (lina post office 


HIS WORKING DAY 





It started well: O yes E] no. Explain: 





He: O drove to work O walked to work 
O caught the bus to work 


Support your answer with words from the story: 








What he found on his desk: 
itis Canote O a small brochure O a letter 


What it said: 





The message is especially important at that period of 
the year: O yes [O no. Explain: 














Support your answer with two verbs from the story: 





Why: 








What he did: 
THE LEAFLET 
Where it reappeared: 


. That was normal: O yes O no. Explain: 








It is: O black and white (© colourful 


. This shows a contrast between the leaflet and: 


O the desk O the principal character {J the mirror 
Something important he noticed in it: 


What it represented: 
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A MIRROR O F T HE MAN 


g. What was similar: 


Support your answer with a sentence from the story: Support your answer with a sentence from the story: 


h. What was different:_____—SSsssssss—‘<‘; 2 SP L 





The other character: O accepted [J refused 





Support your answer with a sentence from the story: Explain why: 


j. What happened: 


SF WS cece ene rel ae aa Sn 
- Then: 
5. THE END 
4. THE MEETING a. What Barton is now: 
Itis between: _———_—s and , b. Where he is: 


b. What the other character represents: Support your answer with a sentence from the story: 


c. He is: a real person 
C the representation of other people O a ghost 





Support your answer with a sentence from the story: é- Placewhare the othertharacter ie How 


d. Reason for that: 
d. Reason for the other character’s presence: 


e. The other character represents the mirror of Barton's: 


e. Barton’s first reaction: O face [C] conscience [O intelligence 


f. It is a happy ending: O yes O no. Explain: 


f. He succeeded: I yes O no. Explain: 


g. The type of story this is: 





PEN cabs se a e E 

g. Barton's second reactiOn: SSS 
h. What he proposed to do: 
WoRD STORE 
1. FIND SYNONYMS IN THE STORY 2. FIND THE OPPOSITES 
a. an office worker: d. a group of people:_____________ a. bottom: 

e. İn security: b. to keep: 
b. strange: f. personal: —— ~ c with no colour: 
c. to dislike others because they are 9. to hit violently: ~—~——————————$d. earlier —— ~~~ — | 


different: i. a prejudiced person: 


e. to get smaller: 


f. under: 


WHAT DO YOU THINK? 





1. Do feelings and personality reflect on a person's face? 


2. i 
Do you think bad people can always change for the better? onea OTEA 




















ANSWERS 


(PP.42-43) 
GLOBAL COMPREHENSION 


1. Itis a story about: a white man 
2. It takes place: in the present 

3. Exact period: Christmas 

4. The story develops: in an office 


DETAILED COMPREHENSION 


. THE PRINCIPAL CHARACTER 
. First name: Benedict 
. Last name: Barton 
Sex: male 
. Age: we are given indications 
“Benedict Barton was not old, not young”. 
. Physical description: grey hair, grey face 
. Adjective used to describe the character: grey 
. Impression it creates: He is dull, not interesting 
. Personality: He is a nasty person. 
“He was nasty to everyone.””He was prejudiced.” 
Job: clerk 
Where he works: Social Security office 
. People come there: to ask for help 
For this job, you should be: nice to people 
.In his job, the principal character is: nasty to people 
. Which people: people who are different from him, 
women, Black/Asian people, the poor 
. Barton refuses to help a young mother with three 
children just because she is a different race from him. 


se > Oo oA oo ma 
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. His WORKING DAY 
. It started well: no 
Explain: “Today was not a good day.” 
. He: walked to work 
“sure of having heard footsteps following his” 
. What he found on his desk: a leaflet 
. It is: a small brochure 
. What it said: Equality for all 
. The message is especially important at that period of the 
year: yes 
It is Christmas time, a period when people think of love 
and charity and give”good-natured Christmas messages”. 
. What he felt: anger 
Support your answer: hated”, “detested” 
. Why: Barton detested good-natured Christmas messages. 
i. What he did: He threw it in the bin. 


. THE LEAFLET 
. Where it reappeared: on Barton’s desk 
. That was normal: no 
Explain: He had already put it in the bin. 
. It is: colourful 
. This shows a contrast between the leaflet and: 
the principal character 
. Something important he noticed in it: a photo 
. What it represented: a man 
g. What was similar: This man looked like him. 
Support your answer: Everything was like Barton.” 
. What was different: the skin colour | 
“It was an extremely horrible man whose skin was partly 
black, partly white and grey in the middle.” 


Y 


o 
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. THE MEETING 

. It is between: Barton and the old man from the leaflet 

. What the other character represents: the people Barton 
has oppressed 

. He is: the representation of other people 

Support your answer:”/ am the essence of all those you 
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have oppressed,” 
. Reason for the other character’s presence: to take 
Barton’s place 
. Barton's first reaction: He wants to hit the other man:”He 
tried to punch the man’s face.” 
. He succeeded: no 
Explain: The other man is not a real man:“his fist passed 
through the air” 
. Barton’s second reaction: He is afraid:”Barton was 
afraid”. 
. What he proposed to do: He proposed to obey the other 
character. 
Support your answer: “Fli do anything you say”. 
i. The other character: refused 
Why: it was too late 
j. What happened then: 
- First: The man became exactly like Barton. 
- Then: The old Barton became smaller and flatter. 


5. THE END 
. What Barton is now: a photo 
b. Where he is: in the leaflet 
Support your answer:” The old Barton was in the leaflet: 
he was the photo!” 
. Place where the other character is now: at Barton’s desk 
. Reason for that: He is the new Barton: “the new Barton 
sat down at the desk...” 
. The other character represents the mirror of Barton’s: 
conscience 
. It is a happy ending: yes 
Explain: Barton is now a good man, he is no longer 
prejudiced, he will probably help people. Bad people are 
punished. 
. The type of story this is: /t is a Christmas story. 
Explain: Miracles can happen, a nasty, prejudiced man is 
replaced by his kind, open-minded double. 


WORD STORE 


1. FIND SYNONYMS IN THE STORY 

a. an office worker: a clerk 

b. strange: particular 

c. to dislike others because they are different: 
to be prejudiced 

d. a group of people: a crowd 

e. in security: safely 

f. personal: own 

g. to hit violently: to punch 

h. to do without: to get rid of 

i. a prejudiced person: a bigot 

2. FIND THE OPPOSITES 

a. bottom: top 

e. with no colour: colourful 

e. to get smaller: to grow 


b. to keep: to throw away 
d. earlier: later 
f. under: above 


LISTENING COMPREHENSION (P.55) 





1. today 2. Barton 3. disappeared 4. needed 5. opened 


6. equality 7. equal 8. message 9. bizarre 10. Christmas 
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0 A List OF 10 THINGS 





by Loubel Cru 





























































































































was watching the snow falling outside, in 

English class. | was not used to deep snow 

every morning. But that’s what you get 
when you move to Boston. That was exactly 
what Davis warned me about before I moved 
here. 


I laughed inside when | thought of Davis. 
Then my heart began to hurt. It all started five 
months ago, when the biggest event in my 15 
years began. 


It was a hot, humid day in October. I was in 
Houston, Texas, where I’d lived all my life. 


“My parents are acting weirdly, all secretive 
and stuff,” I told Davis Vaughn. We were sitting 
in my room after school, and Davis was 
copying my geometry answers. He didn’t like 
math. His favourite subject was gym. Davis 
was sure he was going to be a professional in 
every sport that ever existed. My dream was 
to become a writer. 


“Look, Marshall, don’t worry,” Davis said, 
not taking his eyes off the math. 


A couple of years ago, he started calling 
me by my last name. He said Colleen was too 
feminine. | said | was a girl. He said he wasn’t 
sure. It was annoying at first, but I got used to 
it. 

Davis Vaughn is my best friend. I never 


really told him that, he never has either. But we 
knew. 


“Well, Pd better be going home now,” Davis 
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said, “Don’t worry, Marshall, everything will be 
okay.” He smiled, his eyes sparkling. The 
“Davis sparkle”, as I called it... 


That night at dinner, I played with my food. 
My parents kept looking at me funny, very 
curious about what my problem was. Good, 
thats what I wanted, I wanted to know what 
was wrong, too. 


Then, my father spoke. “Collie, there’s 
something we’ve been wanting to tell you.” 


Oh no, here it comes! | thought of every 
bad thing that could have happened. 


“We’re moving.” 


“Huh?” | knew what he said, I was just 
hoping | was wrong. Funny, that wasn’t one of 
the things | thought he might say. 


My father looked at my mom nervously, 
forcing a weak smile. “My company has 
opened up a new firm in Boston. And, well... 
they picked me to manage it. Collie, it’s the 
chance of a lifetime.” 


I stared. 


“Collie?” my mom said, concerned. “It’s 
going to be great, sweetie, | promise. There 
will be lots of snow. You always loved snow.” 
She was talking to me as if I was a two-year- 
old. 


I opened my mouth but nothing came out. 
Finally a voice whispered, “Boston? When?” 


“During Christmas vacation.” 


| don’t remember who answered me, and I 
don’t remember starting to cry, either. I do 
remember the worried expression on my 
father’s face, as if he’d just ruined my 
adolescence forever. 


The next afternoon, Davis and | were 
engaged in our daily ritual of me doing 
geometry and Davis copying it. The day had 
been terrible. Davis knew something was 
wrong, but was intelligent enough not to ask 
what it was. | knew I had to tell him, though. 
So | decided to start. 


“I'm moving.” 
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Hmmmm?” 

“Tm moving.” 

“Yeah, right.” 

“Davis!” I said angrily. “Fm serious.” 
Davis looked at me. He knew the truth. 
“Where?” 

“Boston.” 

“When?” 

“Christmas vacation.” 

The “Davis sparkle” wasn’t in his eyes. 
“What?” 

“It’s not my decision.” 


Davis looked down. He said nothing, but | 
knew exactly how he felt. Finally, without 
looking up, he spoke. 


“Boston’s pretty cool, | guess. There’s 
gonna be a lot of snow.” He picked up the 
geometry book. 


“Davis, you sound like my mother.” | was 
getting angry now. He acted like he didn’t 
care. 


“Well, Colleen, what do you want me to 
say? I can’t say, ‘Don’t go’, because | know 
you have to.” 


| had never seen him this way. It scared me 
— he called me Colleen. 
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“It’s not my fault,” I said, crying. 


“Look, I gotta go now. It’s getting late.” 


Without another word, Davis left, slamming 
the door behind him. 


The next day I tried to find Davis to talk to 
him, but at the same time tried to avoid his 
presence. The first time I saw him was in Mrs. 
Drew’s English class. He didn’t look my way, 
so | tried not to look his. We were studying 
poetry, and our assignment for the day was to 
write a list of ten things. | looked at Davis to 
see if he would give me one of his “this-is- 
such-a-stupid-class” looks, but he didn’t. 


That afternoon the doorbell rang. 


“Could you help me with geometry?” Davis 
gave me a shy smile. 


“Davis, I’m sorry. I really shouldn’t have...” 


“Hey, Marshall, forget about it. | should be 
the one who’s sorry. Boston, huh? No offence, 
but you’re gonna freeze up there.” 


I laughed. This was the way it should have 
been. 


“Let’s not talk about you moving anymore, 
okay? Promise?” 


Two months came and went. Davis and | 
didn’t mention anything about moving. He 
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helped me pack, but we never actually 
discussed why. We went on with our daily 
routine: him copying geometry, me watching 
his football games, him checking my 
newspaper articles. 


Then the day before moving day came. We 
were in my room comparing Christmas 
presents. 


“Uh, well, Merry Christmas,” he said, giving 
me a small wrapped box. 


Inside the box was a golden locket. 


“dh, my mom picked it,” he said, laughing. 
“I thought you would like it, though. I didn’t 
put my picture in it because you might find a 
really nice guy in Boston. But there’s a 
message so you won’t forget me.” 


“Thanks.” | immediately put it on. | loved it. 


“Oh, here’s another thing.” He gave me a 
small envelope. “Don’t open it yet. After | 
leave.” 


He headed for the door. “Boston will be 
fabulous, Marshall. | promise. You’ll be fine.” 
He smiled. 


“Bye.” 
“See you later.” 
Davis opened my bedroom door. 


He turned around and smiled. His eyes 
sparkled with little teardrops. “I know, 
Marshall.” And with that he walked away. 


I sat down on the floor, and through the 
tears read what Davis had written. 


Ten Things Colleen K. Marshall Should 
Remember in Boston 
1. Don’t get a horrible New England accent. 
2. In association with #1, say “ya’ll” 
as much as possible. 
3. She’s beautiful. 
4, She will always be a Texan at heart. 
5. Her name is Marshall. 
6. She’s going to be a writer. She will write 
only the truth. 
7. It’s not her fault if a certain person fails 
geometry. Ha, Ha. 
8. She’s not fat, she’s not fat, she’s not fat. 
9. The Houston Oilers* rule! 
10. Colleen K. Marshall should always 
remember that Davis R. Vaughn loves her too. 
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How could he write this? He knew | would 
cry. But | was laughing, too. Laughing at what 
he wrote and all the good times we had. Davis 
knew me so well, better than anyone else, and 
I was leaving him. But as the gold locket said, 
“We'll always be together.” 


So here | was in Boston, going to Catholic 
private school, walking on snow every 
morning. 


The bell rang. | hadn’t made many friends 
here — I really hadn't tried — so it surprised 
me when I heard someone call my name. I 
turned and saw a guy running toward me. 


“Hi, I’m Richard Luis. I’m the editor of the 
newspaper here. Call me Rick.” 


“Oh, hi. I’m Colleen Marshall. Call me...” | 
thought about it, “Colleen.” 


“I know.” | felt surprised and flattered that 
he did. “Sister Agnes says you’re a very 
talented writer. We heard that you were on the 
news staff at your old school... in Texas?” 


“We really need some good writers, would 
you like to be on the staff?” 


“Yeah, that would be great.” I couldn't 
believe my luck. 


“Cool. What do you write?” 


| thought of the list of ten things, “Only the 
truth.” E 


© Merlyn’s Pen: Fiction, Essays and Poems by America’s Teens 


* the Houston Oilers are a football team. 
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A LIST O F TEN T HINGS A LIST O F TEN THINGS 
Name: ——————— — Class: . REACTIONS TO THE NEWS 6. THE CHRISTMAS PRESENTS 
GLOBAL COMPREHENSION . The principal character was: O happy O indifferent a. From: to: 
i b dul Then the st develops: C] in the past ee Bu Number 
t ME garso SUNEN FANDAGUIS i a NS X ` p . Four actions that illustrate her reaction: What th 
CO a teenager and his/her parents C two teenagers (Jin the present (Jin the future c. at tney are: 
- First: 
2. The beginning of the text is: O in the past Support your answer with a sentence from the story: d. Who chose each present: 
Clin the present [in the future - Second: 
3. Place: 0 in England [Oin the U.S.A. [J in Canada - Third: e. First present that was opened: 
Support your answer with a sentence from the story: A - Finally: f. Colleen didn’t like it: O yes O no 
. The narrator is: [J a young woman Or SSA GNAGS: 2 oe ie wig ets Support your answer with a sentence from the story: 
shocke 
4. Season: C a teenaged girl [J] a teenaged boy O a young man 
. Three actions that illustrate his reaction: 
g. Something is written inside: O yes O no 
DETAILED COMPREHENSION - First: 
Explain with words from the story: 
1. THE NARRATOR He has been best friends with the principal character - Second: 
; ; for: O two weeks [C] a few months - Third: 
an, Estee: Ca couple of years ; h. Colleen opened all the presents in Davis's presence: 
‘eeahbreviation? | . Colleen’s reaction to her best friend’s attitude: Oyes Ono 
He calls the narrator by her: O first name 
b. Last name: Pitnickhaime: clack name Explain with words, sentences from the story: 
Reason: 
c Home town: . Reason given in the story: i 
d. State: Country: Support your answer with a sentence from the story: 
e. The climate there is usually: O hot O mild O cold MOVING i. Davis was sad to say good-bye: O yes O no 
BAPOR People who are moving: g. This is right: C] yes [ino Support your answer with a sentence from the story: 
f. Age: , . What she noticed: 
. They are moving to: © another house 
Explain with words from the story: O another town in the state O another state What this shows: j. Colleen was sad to say good-bye: O yes O no 
It is: Jnear CO far Ci very far Support your answer with a sentence from the story: 
g. Dream for the future: . Why they are moving: 
2. HER BEST FRIEND . When it will happen: . A NEW ROUTINE 
z Fire name Indicate whether the following statements are right 
It is: O next year (Clin two weeks [J in two months (R) or wrong (W) and justify your answers with 7. THE LIST 
b. Last name: Explain: sentences from the story. a. Who wrote it: 
c. Physical description: R W b. Origin of the idea: 
. Colleen decided not to talk to Davis. H a Support your answer with a sentence from the story: 
d. Favourite subject at school: g. Town where they are moving: 
e. Dream for the future: . It's in: the north O the south . Colleen didn’t stop helping Davis 
f. Subject he doesn’t like: The climate there is usually: O hot CJ mild (Ci cold with his geometry. g o 
g. Solution: CI very cold. “O snowy The list concerns: C0 objects (Cl feelings (J advice 
h. He adopts this solution: = es . frequently Support your answer with sentences from the story: d (Number St emo aetna lke 
regularly 
Colleen and Davis were no longer friends. a E e. They all concern Colleen: O yes O no 


Support your answer with words from the story: 
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. They decided not to talk about moving away. O O 


- Colleen was going to live in a cold place. 0O O 








Explain with a sentence from the list: 
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A LIST O F TEN T 


f. The most important number on the list: 


Support your answer with words from the list: 


g. What Davis feels for Colleen: 
h. What Davis thinks about her: 
- Her physical appearance: 


- Her personality: 


- Her job in the future: 


- His advice: 


Explain why: 


i. Colleen’s reaction: 
j- What she feels for Davis: 
k. What this shows about their relationship: 


H 


a ooo 





INGS 


COLLEEN MARSHALL'S NEW LIFE 


Town: 

Type of school: 

Weather: 

She is happy there: O yes [C] no 


Explain with words from the story: 


It is: O her fault C the other people's fault 





Support your answer with words from the story: 


Give information about the student she meets: 
- First name: Abbreviation: 
- Last name: 


- Occupation/ hobby: 


g. What he proposes to Colleen: 


. Colleen’s reactions: 


Colleen’s decision: 
What he wants to know: 
Colleen’s answer: 


Person she is thinking about: 


m. This shows: 





WorD STORE 
1. FIND SYNONYMS IN THE STORY h. to walk towards something: 3. FIND THE AMERICAN EQUIVALENTS 
a. to do all you can not to do a. Mum: 
something: j. the person who decides on the b. holiday: 
b. to look in someone's direction: articles in a magazine: c. yes: 
d. to think: 


c. an exercise: 


2. FIND THE OPPOSITES 


d. what's happening?: 
a. to close: 


b. confident: 
e. apiece of jewellry you wear 
c. to come In: 
around your neck: 
d. a lie: 
f. a boy: 
e. to cry: 
g. liquid in your eyes when you cry: 


to be parted: 


g. public: 
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e. | have got to: 


WHAT DO YOU THINK? 


1. Do you think Colleen will ever 
forget Davis? 

2. Would you keep your love secret 
or confess it if you had to move? 
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GLOBAL COMPREHENSION 


. It is a story between: two teenagers 
. The beginning of the text is: in the present 
. Place: in the U.S.A. 


“But that’s what you get when you move to Boston”. 


. Season: winter 
. Then the story develops: in the past 


“It all started five months ago”. 


. Season: autumn 
. The narrator is: a teenage girl 


DETAILED COMPREHENSION 


. THE NARRATOR 
. First name: Colleen 


its abbreviation: Collie 


b. Last name: Marshall 
. Home town: Houston 
. State: Texas 


Country: the U.S.A. 


. The climate there is usually: hot 
. Age: 75 


“the biggest event in my fifteen years...” 


. Dream for the future: She wants to become a writer. 
. HER BEST FRIEND 

. First name: Davis 

. Last name: Vaughn 

. Physical description: His eyes sparkle when he smiles. 


Collie calls it’the Davis sparkle”. 


. Favourite subject at school: gym 
. Dream for the future: He wants to become a professional 


in sport. 


. Subject he doesn’t like: math 
. Solution: He copies Collie’s homework. 
. He adopts this solution: regularly 


ti 


daily ritual of me doing geometry and Davis copying 
it”,” We went on with our daily routine”. 


He has been best friends with Colleen for: a couple of 
years 


He calls the narrator by: her last name 


. Reason: “He said Colleen was too feminine”. 

. Movine 

. People who are moving: Collie and her parents 

. They are moving to: another state 

. It is: very far 

. Why they are moving: Collie’s father is going to manage 


his company’s new firm in Boston. 


. When it will hapen: the Christmas vacation 
. It is: in two months 


Collie’s parents tell her about moving to Boston in 
October and they are moving in December. 


- Town where they are moving: Boston 
. It’s in: the north 
. The climate there is usually: very cold and snowy 


“| was not used to deep snow every morning. But that’s 
what you get when you move to Boston”; 
“There will be lots of snow. You always loved snow”. 


. REACTIONS TO THE NEWS 
. The principal character was: shocked 


. Four actions that illustrate her reaction: 


- First: She stared. 
- Second: She opened her mouth but couldn't speak. 
- Third: She whispered. 
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ANSWERS 
- Finally: She cried. 


(PP.48-50) 


. Her best friend was: shocked 
. Three actions that illustrate his reaction: 


- First: He looked down. 
- Second: He said nothing. 
Third: He slammed the door. 


. Colleen’s reaction to her best friend's attitude: 


She is angry and disappointed. 


. Reason: Collie thinks he doesn’t care. 


“He acted like he didn’t care.” 


. This is right: no 
. What she noticed: Davis called her “Colleen”. 
i. This shows: He now considers her like a girl, not just his 


friend. She is surprised because his attitude is different. 


. A NEW ROUTINE 
. Colleen decided not to talk to Davis. 


W:1 tried to find Davis to talk to him”. 


. Colleen didn’t stop helping Davis with his geometry. 


R:”“We went on with our daily routine: him copying 
geometry...”. 


. Colleen and Davis were no longer friends. 


W:”We went on with our daily routine”. 


. They decided not to talk about moving away. 


R:“Let’s not talk about you moving anymore, okay?”. 


. Colleen was going to live in a cold place. 


R:"Boston,huh?... You're gonna freeze up there”. 


. THE CHRISTMAS PRESENTS 

. From: Davis to: Marshall 

. Number: 2 

. What they are: a golden locket and an envelope 

. Who chose each present: The envelope is from Davis, his 


mother chose the locket for him: “My mom picked it.” 


. First present that was opened: the smal! box with the 


locket 


. Colleen didn't like it: no 


Colleen said:”1 loved it”. 


. Something is written inside: yes 


“We'll always be together”. 


. Colleen opened all the presents in Davis's presence: no 


Davis asked her not to: "Don’t open it yet, After | leave”. 
Davis was sad to say good-bye: yes 

“His eyes sparkled with little teardrops”. 

Colleen was sad to say good-bye: yes 

"..,.through the tears, | read what Davis had written” 


. THE LIST 
. Who wrote it: Davis 


. Origin of the idea: Mrs. Drew’s English class at school 


“...1N Mrs. Drew’s class... our assignment for the day was 
to write a list of ten things”. 


. The list concerns: feelings, advice 
d. Number of items on the list: 70 
. They all concern Colleen: no 


Number 9 concerns the Houston baseball team. 


. The most important number on the list: number 10 


“Davis R. Vaughn loves her too”. 


. What Davis feels for Colleen: Jove 
. What Davis thinks about Colleen: 


- Her physical appearance: She’s beautiful, she’s not fat. 


- Her personality: She will always be a Texan at heart, she 
is honest because she will only write the truth. 


- Her job in the future: She’s going to be a writer. 


- His advice: Don’t get a horrible New England accent 
and say”ya’ll”as much as possible. 
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ANS WER § (pp. 48-50) ee 
e. | have got to: / gotta 
Explain why: Colleen must never forget she was born in 


Texas and she must continue speaking with the same LisTENING COMPREHENSION (P.56) 
accent she had when she used to live in Texas, so she 








EES : 1. AuDiO DISCRIMINATION 
must say”yaʻll”instead of”you will”. 4, Davis looked 
i. Colleen’s reaction: She cried and laughed at the same i 
time. E 2. l knew 
j. What Colleen feels for Davis: love:”Davis R. Vaughn loves >- He felt 
her too.” 4. He spoke 
k. What this shows about their relationship: They have 5. Boston's pretty 
never spoken about love but they both know they love _ 6. There’s gonna 
each other. They also have fun together. 7. You sound 
8. COLLEEN MARSHALL'S NEW LIFE 8. | was getting angry 
a. Town: Boston 9. What do you want me to say 
b. Type of school: a Catholic private school (Sister Agnes) 10. You have to 
c. Weather: cold (she must walk on snow every morning) 11. 1 had never seen him this way 
d. She is happy there: no 12. He called me Colleen 
“| hadn’t made many friends here”. 13. Davis left 
e. Itis: her fault 9." PRONUNCIATION 
“I really hadn't tried”. 
f. Give information about the student she meets: ) 
- First name: Richard . looked 
- Abbreviation: Rick . said ooo 
- Last name: Luis _ knew aaa 
- Occupation/ hobby: He is the editor of the school . felt a 
Magazine. . spoke et 
g. What this student proposes to Colleen: To join the staff . picked up 
of the school magazine. acted 
h. Colleen’s reactions: surprised and flattered _ seen fats. or, call 
i. Colleen’s decision: She accepts the offer. - scared 
j. What the student wants to know: He wants to know 0. called 
what Colleen writes. 1. left eae 





k. Colleen’s answer:”Only the truth”. 
Il. Person she is thinking about: Davis and his list 


m. This shows: She still thinks of him and what is written 
inside the locket: “We'll always be together” is true. 


WORD STORE 





. FIND SYNONYMS IN THE STORY 

. to do all you can not to do something: to avoid 

. to look in someone’s direction: to look someone’s way 

. an exercise: an assignment 

. what’s happening?: what's going on? 

. a piece of jewellry you wear around your neck: /ocket 
a boy: a guy 

. liquid in your eyes when you cry: tears 

. to walk towards something: to head for something 
the person who decides on the articles in a magazine: 
the editor 

. FIND THE OPPOSITES 

. to close: to open 

. confident: shy 

. to come in: to walk away 

. alie: the truth 

. to cry: to laugh 

. to be parted: to be together 

. public: private 


m= yO nm oanh own = 


. FIND THE AMERICAN EQUIVALENTS 
Mum: Mom 


. holiday: vacation 
. yes: yeah 
. to think: to guess 


anorwwe moanoeowan 
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Name: r a Class: 


@ EASY MONEY Q reapine THE story 


OBLIGATION OR PROBABILITY? 


Listen carefully to the following sentences and indicate if “must” refers to an obligation or a probability. 
Tick the correct box. 


OBLIGATION PROBABILITY OBLIGATION PROBABILITY 














1 L O 6. L O 
2 E C] 7. a C 
3 E] O 8. C C 
4 E O 9. L C 
5 c E] 10. LJ a 








eseogeoegcoueoeseaeacecaesesaaeaoeasaceaseceovoosoevoeooeagaaagaaeaeoacaesoeaesaaogoegaead e@oeooogoeGoeo oad 


6 | AM KWAKKOLI CEEED READING THE sToRY 


Aupio DISCRIMINATION 
Listen to this extract and tick the words you hear. 


1. (finely 4. CO moved © 7. Otrains late in 10. (J tries 
O finally C] mood O translated O tribe 
O finding C moon (J trains letting O tripe 
2. O named O name | 5. Oworid @words 8. O over O adder 
O names -O worms G other 
3. O bed CO bell 6. Owhere O war 9. O now C know 
O bear : O were CO no 





ooasosoooaooocoaeosonotetoooaonooge vaot oaaananaanaoaRnanaN0no0ano0 e@eooocae ae aeaaeaosacscaenaacaeacna 


@Or-PRIVING LESSON S ID rtanine tHe story 


MISSING WORDS . 
Listen to this extract and fill in the blanks with the missing words. 


| knew that Frank was Cuban and very religious, but | didn’t know that he a Hell’s Angel 
most of the time. | my driveway to meet him — learner’s certificate, driver's ed 
certificate, and a check for $135 in my hand — my heart | : —_— and my steps 

. Frank just handed me the keys and, __.__— the little red sedan, said “___” 


Of course | had driven before with my mom, but | was still just a beginner. | put the key in the ignition and 
the engine. Loud music i __ the speakers. It took me a moment to realize that it 
was Spanish — another moment to realize that it was a religious song — “Amazing Grace.” | turned the corner, 


the sign, and asked Frank where to go. 
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Name: Class: 












































READING THE STORY 














@iusT 16... 


PRONUNCIATION 

Listen to this summary of the story, concentrating on pronunciation. Correct the ten mistakes you hear. 

This story is about two friends, Suzan and Cathy. They are 16. Cathy has blonde hair and she is beautiful. Suzan is 
telling the story. The friends go to a disco at the youth club. They have a lovely time. Cathy loves dancing. Suzan 


meets a boy called Darren and he buys her a drink. When she wants to leave, she can’t find Cathy. Finally, she finds 


Cathy in the toilets. Cathy is very ill. She’s vomiting. Suzan calls an ambulance and accompanies Cathy to the hospital. 


Cathy is unconscious and she dies.The doctors say that she took Ecstasy. Suzan is angry. She can't understand why 
Cathy took drugs. For a year, Suzan can’t think or talk about Cathy. But then she sees a television report about 


another girl dying from Ecstasy. She decides she must tell Cathy’s story, to warn other teenagers about the danger. 


OSG BSONQTOFHAOSCOOSGEOGAGOHEHSOAHSTOHGASAHRHTHETHESTOHABFBEG8SS eeeoeeeoeoo oases aseaueeoeovanoaaes 


@i'tt wEAR A ROSE 


AUDIO DISCRIMINATION 
Listen to this extract from the story and tick the words you hear. 











READING THE STORY 








































































































1. O to warn me 4. (J flour 7. O mermaid 9. Oin her hair 
towards me [J floors O murdered © Greenwich air 
to me O flowers C murmured LJ greying hair 
2. (Lislim (clean Clean 5. Owalk CO talk 8. O fourteen 10. O suit 
L] rock of __] suite 
3. (J duplicate ears _ on eet 
C delicate ears 6. Cistyle (smile ee E 
(J duplicated L smack 
O FUNKERELLA £ READING THE STORY 

















Worp STRESS 
| A. Listen to this extract from the story and underline the words that are stressed in each sentence. 


1. Salmonella: Good morning! 8. Funkerella: That’s not fair! 


2. Funkerella: Good morning. Erm, who are you? 9. Salmonella: You can start cleaning the house: here’s 


w 


the Fairy Liquid. 
10. Funkerella: But Mum! 
11. Salmonella: No “buts”. 


Salmonella: | am the Lady Salmonella,new wife of 
the Baron Boring. 

Funkerella: But he’s my father! 

Salmonella: And my husband. 12. Funkerella: But slavery’s illegal! Under the Universal 


Funkerella: You mean...? Declaration of Human Rights! 


Se 


Salmonella: Yes, | do. I'm your stepmother. And of 13. Salmonella: | said, no “buts”. 
course, my two daughters, Pneumonia and Listeria are 14. Funkerella: Article Four! 


much better than you. 


B. Listen to these words and mark the syllable that is stressed. 

1. Salmonella 4. Pneumonia 7. Baron 10. invitation 

2. Funkerella 5. Xanthe 8. stepmother 11. invite 

3. Listeria 6. Xavier 9. principality 12. encyclopaedia 
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Name: Class: 


O ALIEN INVADER & D READING THE STORY 


1. PRONUNCIATION 
A. Listen and write all the regular verbs ending in -ed. Then listen again and tick the pronunciation of their 
endings. (Some verbs appear twice) 





























[d] [t] [id] [d] [t] [id] 
1. Ee A 6. ood 
2. ee) 7. 
3. B Ea 8. 
A. ooa 9. eit Et 
5: hood 10. fll aed 














B. Listen to this list of plural nouns from the story and indicate if they end with the sound s, z or iz. 


























(s) (z) (iz) (s) (z) (iz) 
1. metres G- -Eb T 7. electronics O0 0 OCO 
2. profanities O 0 0O 8. distances QO 0 OU 
3. ears 0 ü g 9. guys EJA E A 
4. doubts E oE- E 10. motors 0 o g 
5. stands pp E 11. fingers 0o 0 0 
6. contents 0 OF“0 12. codes oeno O 
2. ORDER 
Listen and write the other messages Zargon sent to Pluto Station. Then indicate their chronological order. 
Lia. 
O b. 
Oc. 
Cid. 


eaeoeo0oengesecoocoeasgoeoaesooogaeoeaeoos9 eoecoesgeooaoceseaeoneaseoaosescoguosaaseosegaegegneeoecaga a 









y 


CED READING THE STORY 


OA MIRROR OF THE MAN 





Worp Stress 
Listen to this list of words and underline the syllable which is stressed. 


1. today 6. equality 
2. Barton 7. equal 
3. disappeared 8. message 
4. needed 9. bizarre 
5. opened 10. Christmas 
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Oa List OF TEN THINGS QIP READING THE stoRY 


1. AuDIO DISCRIMINATION 
Tick the words you hear in this extract from the story. 








Bs OR a scicnetaseionstancsied Q locked [O looked [O lost Te YOU ameungana L] son C sand CO sound 
Bs | adean L] new LJ you CO knew 8. | was getting ......... O hungry O envy O angry 
3. He. O felt O get CO belt 9. What do you want me ..@ to say [O today [@ away 
4, Hese C stuck O poke [O spoke 10. You have... O two O to L] too 
5. BOStON'S essees. C pretty O very O funny 11.1 had never seen him .....O away O this way O this tray 
6. ThEre’S srsssrares C gonner O gonna O ganna 1? He called me „nesese O Kaline O Colleen O Calin 
(i O kept ` "eft O leapt 


2. PRONUNCIATION 


Now listen to the extract again. List the verbs in the past tense you hear, then indicate if they are regular or 
irregular verbs. Listen again and tick the pronunciation of the -ed ending, d, t or id. 























REG. IRREG. [d] [t] [id] REG. IRREG. [d] [t] [id] 
1.0 0 0o00 7% O o OOO 
2 0 O _ _ an ii = if] 000 
3 OF OC eek gt eee zm AO 
4 O © 0o00 10.0 O GLR 
5 ü 0O CE E 11.0 0 led; Blok 
6 0 0 CA 
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